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PREFACE 



^0 the Second Edition. 



Being diffatisfied with' the manner 
in which the two followinjg pieces 
were originally printed, I have deter- 
mined to reprint them, and, at the 
fame time, to avail myfdf of the op- 
portunity of prefenting the reader 
withfome additional matter, in con- 
firmation of my argument . I have 
determined, I fay, to r^m/, but not 
to republtfh them. The fecond, in- 
deed> of thefe pieces never was pub- 
Jj/hedy though the contrary is aflerted 
in the Retrofpe(9: of Domeftic Li- 
terature, which appears in th-e nintn 
volume of the Monthly Magazine. 
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iv Preface. 

What relates to me, I fliall tranl- 
cribe, and then flxall take the liberty 
of commenting upon it. 



*^ Mr. Hollis (i^ays the retrofpec- 
' tor) has publiflied An Apology for 

* the Difbelief of Revealed Religion. 

* If any apology be neceifary for a 

* difbelief of revealed religion, as 
' this refpe<ftable infidel conceives it 
' is, it fliould be made to the throne 

* of heaven: we acknow^ledge the 

* jurlfdidion of no earthly tribunal 

* in matters of religion. Belief is 
^ an ad: not of volition, but of ne- 
^ ceffity. Whether the publication 

* of a man's reafons for difbelief re^ 
' quires an apology ^ is a different 
' queftion ; at any rate, we fee not 

* the ufe of fuch a pamphlet.as the 
^prefent, which has little novelty 
o/ar^ument.'* 
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Prefaci* v 

This critic, it fhould iecm, takes 
it for granted, that an Apology implies 
the acknowledgment of fomething 
wrong, and, confequently, hlameahle. 
Did he then never read, or, if he has 
not read, did he never hear of, cer- 
tain apologies of early ehriftians for 
their religion ? But if he has nei^ 
thcr read nor heard of fuch ancient 
writings, he has certainly heard of, 
and poffibly- he may have read, a very 
recent Apology for the Bible, by a 
right reverend biihop. Now does 
this critic imagine either that the 
chriftians alluded to, meant to ac- 
knowledge how blameable they were 
in making profeffion' of a bad reli- 
gion, or that the biihop intended to 
confefs the wiekednefs of the book 
for which he has thought fit to pub^ 
lilh his celebrated Apolog}^> How- 
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vi Prefaces, 

ever well informed this critic might: 
be, it appears, be had yet to leam, 
that th^f'^term apology (whatever it 
iignifies in vulgar fpcech) is ufcd fy- 
nonymoufly with the term, defence. 

m 

But this fagacious critic, adopting 
the vulgar fenfe of the term, inti- 
mates that it may be very proper to ^ 
offer an apology to the throne of hea-r 
Ven for di/belief, while, at the fame 
time, he argues, that there can be 
nothing wrong in a man's belief, be-- 
caufe it is not an eicl of volition *'•''. So, , 
it fliould fcem, according to him, 

* He fliould have fcid a voluntary afl. 
Every fuch afl has a volitioBi preceding it, but 
is not i//i^ volition. They di-ffer, as caufe and • 
effeSl. Properly fpeaking, there is no fdch 
thing as an ail of volition. Volition is Vijiatc 
of mind from which the a£ls» naturally flow 
■which we term voluntary. 



diat though a man^ v^th refpeft^ to 
ibme certain article pf his conduct, 
may be confcious of no wrong, it 
may be very proper for him, never- 
thelefs^ to confefe his guilt relpe<ft- 
ing that very article, before the throne 
of heaven. 

This critic afferts, that in my 
pamphlet there is little novelty of 
argument. Now, with all juft 
ference to his great reading, I am 
ftill difpofed to imagine, that although 
others have pointed out numerous 
immoralities contained in the holy 
books, yet the inftances which I 
infifted upon are, at leaft fomc of 
them, new^ Generally fpcaking, the 
difcourfes of the founder of chrif^ 
tianity have been fuppofed to exhibit 
nothing but the pureft and moft 

A 4. "^^^feO^ 




vjii Pfifaee. 

vpcrfeifl: morality. Whether they 
are all worthy of fuch.an eulogy, I 
rwould rcqueft any ferious and intel- 
ligent man to decide^ after he has 
read my ftriftures upon two diftin*- 
guilhed parables: which remarJcs I 
believe to be ahfolutely new ; and if 
well-founded (as I am fatisfied they 
are), they .arc of great moment. 

• 'I do not pretend that the argument 
is new, by which I have attempted 
to Ihew, and. have, I think, flicwn, 
that if we admit the doArine taught 
both by the difciplfes of Chrift and 
by Chrift himfelf concerning the 
Supreme Exiftcnce, we muft admit 
the Supreme to be (however horri- 
ble the idea) not a ^W Being, but 
the very reverfe. To this argument, 
however, I am particularly defiroias 

of 



^Piefdce. xx 

of ehgagmg^ the attJentlon of liberal 
chriftians: becaufc they have oppoftd 
a fimilar one to the dodrine of Cal*- 
vin. Mine is oppofed to that of 
Ghrift ^ who, though a pcribnage 
juftly revered for the purity of his^ 
intentions and the ardbur of his bc^ 
nevolence,, feems, relative to the 
grand fubjed of DEITY, not to have 
comprehended the full import of 
what he, himfelf taught. 

The following argument is, I be- 
.lieve, a new one. I have.arguedlhat 
the pretenfions of chriftianity to a 
heavenly and miraculous origin can 
have no juft foundation, becaufe it 
has failed in- refpe 61 of its obj eft. Its 
objeft is allowed to have been the 
reformation of the world. Now the 
world has not been reformed^ 

Moreover, 



Moreover, whereas fbmc of the 
ablcft champions of chriftianity, are 
the ftrcnuous advocates of free in- 
<{uiry, and have even given us to un- 
derhand that the ipirit of the chrif- 
tian religion i^ a liberal ipirit, and 
friendly to philosophical in veftigation ; 
I, on the contrary, have advanced 

Ibmewhat which I think is new, in 

« 

order to Ihew that the fpirit of this 
religion is ^Jlavifli J^irity H,nd ho/iile 
to inteUeSiuaJ improvement. 



But what is the fpirit of our not- 
able critic? He, like fome other 
men, has the goodnefs to permit us 
to think for ourfelves; Neverthelefi, 
be infinuates that, atleaft, it is quef- 
tionable whether a man (hould be 
left at liberty to puhli/h his thoughts. 
And yet he, like other confiftent 

6 ^co^le^ 
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Prefaei. xi 

people, is, 1 dare fay, for 2Ljrie prefix 
and moft probably would not hefi*- 
tate to concede— That the proper 
mean of eliciting truth is free dif- 

Ct^07l. 

As my Apology was neither ad- 
vertifed nor fold; and only diftri- 
buted among friends arid' acquaint^ 
ance, I did not expe<ft that any pe* 
nodical critic would honour it witiv 
his notice. If, however, the authorif- 
ed Reviewer in the Monthly Maga- 
zine Ihould beftow any attention . 
up0a it ; in that cafe, it fecmed to- 
me^ impoffible that I Ihould meet 
W4th any other than the moll liberal ■ 
tireatment. How much liberality 
is exhibited in the paffage above 
cited let the reader judge; and, if 
this preface fliould'com« into the 



ini Prrface. 

hands of the editor of that valuable 
mifcellany, let him determine how 
much honour is rcfleiled upon it by 
iuch criticifm. 



Since the above wa& written, the 
New Annual Regifter for 1799 has 
been brought to me ; . and I there 
find it aflertcd, in the Review of 
Domeftic Literature, that I have 
publipied an. Apology, &c. 

The Reviewer exprefles his fui^ 
prife that I Ihould, '* even by implies 
" cation, adduce theexiftence of the 
** African Slave Trade as an argu^ 
" ment againft chriftianity, becaufa 
** it is an evil that has obtained only 

*^ iince 



Preface. xiu 

*^ fincc that religion has hccomc 
^ known. Might he not (adds the 
" Reviewer) with equal juftice allege 
" againft it every other civil and 
^ moral outrage on the rights and 
feelings of mankind which has 
originated in what is called the 
chriftian world fince the reign of 
the emperor Conftantine? Might 
"he not, with equal fairnefs and 
weight in point of argument, af-* 
*' crihe to it that difeafe which many 
*' writers contend the chriftian na- 
'* vigator Columbus imported from 
^' America?** 

FromTience the reader is naturally 
led to conceive that I have repre- 
fented the African (lave trade as hav- 
ing originated from the chriftian re- 
iigion. I have done no fuch thing* 
# But 
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xiv Prefact. 

But I have teaibned after this man- 
ner: — If the obje<9: of the Supreme 
Being, in fending the chriftian reli- 
gion into the world, was the refor- 
mat ion of mankind, i. e. their recovery 
to virtue and happlnefsy the grievous 
.and manifold evils cxifting in the 
world, fince the chriftian aera, and 
that horrid enormity, the African 
flave trade, particularly, which, fince 
that asra, has fprung wj^injplte of the 
mftuence of chriftianity, prove that 
thcobjeft of it has not b^en attained. 
Chriftianity, it has been faid, was 
intended as a remedy to cure the 
^* civil and moral outrages, &c." 
which have fo dreadfully prevailed: 
but thefe evils have mt been cured. 
On the contrary, peculiar evils, of the 
worft delcription, have arifen out of 
this very remedy. Now rather than 



Preface. xv 

believe that the Supreme Being has 
been thus cruelly difappointed in rc- 
fpeft of his objeft, I am diipofed to 
believe that he never had any fuch 
obje<fl. 

The Reviewer, I dare fay, will not 
blufh for having thus mifreprefented 
my argument. If this preface, how* 
ever, Ihould happen to fall in his 
way, I beg leave to aflure him that, 
if I had undertaken to animadvert 
•piMicly on any produftion of his, 
or any other man's, and had done it 
after his [the reviewer's] falhion, it 
would not, I think, be poflible for 
line to efcape my .mon reproaches. 
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SOBER AND SERIOUS 

REASONS for SCEPTICISM, 

AS IT CONCIftNS 

REVEALED RELIGION. 



IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 



•<< Of good and evil mucby 



»■> 



<< And much of mortal man my thought revolvM. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

Printed with thefirjl Edition. 



It is well known, there is a defcrip- 
tion of men who have fufficient liber- 
ality to permit one to think freely on 
all fiibjefts: but by them it is not 
permitted on all fubjefts to exprefs, 
or, however, topuhlijhy one's thoughts : 
and, I am afraid, fome of my friends, 
for whom I have a gjxat regard, be- 
long to that clafs. It is their opinion^ 
that mofi things Ihould be brought 
before the public, in order to their 
being properly eftimated: I think fo 
of all things, of importance, in which 
the public is concerned. 
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DEAR SIR, 

You will allow mc, I atif 
fure, the privilege of a friend, to communi* 
catc to you a matter which greatly con- 
cerns mcj and I flatter tnyfclf that you 
will feel interefted on the occafion. I 
will, therefore, without further preface, 
acquaint you that a very important altera* 
tion has taken place in my fentiments, and 
lay before you the confiderations whereby 
this has been brought about. 

During a courfe of years, my mind has 
been more or lefs afFefted by doubts rc- 
Ipefting Revelation J yet they feemed to be 
overborne by the arguments which I was 
able to produce in favour of it; fo that I 
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6' Sober and Serious Reafim^ iic 

conceived myfclf to be a rational believer : 
but, having lately been induced to inftitute 
a new and ierious inquiry, the confequence 
is, I find myfelf conftrained to become a 
Sceptic. 

This is certainly what I did not wifh for. 
My prejudices feem to have lain on the fide 
of revealed religion; and (with fuch ability 
as I had; I have endeavoured to fupporc 
it. Indeed, whenfomc perfons remember 
me fo zealous an advocate for that caufe 
as to render mly prudence queftionable, 
they may poffibly fufped mc of levity. In 
fo doing, however, they would wrong mc. 
That which I formerly venerated as a 
chriftian, I continue (till to venerate* But, 
whereas I formerly imagined the doftrines 
of chriftianity (without giving their exprefs 
lanftion) were in very good accord with 
thofe ideas of a benevolent providence, 
furnifhed by my philofophy, and I rejoiced 
to have my expedations of future cxiftence 

confirmed 



"tconfirmed by the chriftiaD revelation*— ic 
'flow aj^trs evident that the difference is 
irreconcileaUe between thofe dodrinea 
and my philolbphical ideas and profpefts. 
Thefe laft are fo happily and forcibly re- 
prefented by Dr. Prieftley> in his dedica- 
tion of the Treatife on Neceflity to the lats 
Dr. Jebb, that I (hall borrow what here 
follows. « You and I, Sir (fays Dn P.), 
^^ rejoice in the belief that the whole hu* 
^' roan race are under the fame wboUfrme 
'^^ di/cipline, and that they will all certainly 
^^ derive the moft valuable advantages 
^* from it, though in different degrees, in 
"** different ways, and at different periods; 
^* that even the perfecutors are only giving 
** the precedence to the perfecuted, and 
^^ advancing them to a much higher de- 
-** gree of pcrfcftion and happinefs; and 
** that they muft themfclvcs for the fame 
** benevolent purpofc tmdergo a more fe- 
■** vcre difcipline than that which they arc 
^* the means of adminiftering to others.'' 
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S ttSer and Serious Reafins^ He. 

** With this perfuafion, we cannot btft 
*' cdftfider every keing and every thing in 
/' a favourable light. Every pcrfon with 
** whom we have any connexion is 2l friend^ 
** and every event in life a benefit i while 
^^ God is equally the father and the friend 
^* of the whole creation/' 

Such appeared to me to be the prefent 
condition, and fuch the future deftiny, of 
human kind : and fuch they ftill appear. I 
mean to fay, that, in my opinion, thi^ is 
the moft reafonable mode of explaining 
the phsenomena of human nature, and hu- 
man affairs. But, if the fcriptures are to 
determine us, we muft abandon, as altoge- 
ther vijionaryy our delightful ideas and joy- 
ful expeftations derived from fuch a bene- 
volent conftitution of things, however wor- 
thy we may deem fuch a conftitution tob c 
of Him who is the firft, the greateft, and the 
beft of all. In reality, what is reprefentcd 

in rhc New Tcftament as the futun and final 

deJtmatVon 



Sober anJSerhiis Reafons^ fie. 9 

idtftinatm ofnumkind forms a contrail wiah 
It moft '.melancholy and diftrcfling. — Let 
us appeal to v^hat we Bnd there, and ef- ^ 
pecially to what are faid to be the words 
of Chrift himfelf. 

In the 5 th chapter of Matthew, verfes 
.19th and 30th, the words of Jefus Chrift 
are thus recorded : "If thy right eye of- 
** fend thee, pluck it out and caft it from 
** thee : for it is profitable for thee that 
** one of thy members fliould perilh, and 
*' not that thy whole body fliould be caft 
" into hell. And if thy right hand offend 
" thee, cut it off, and caft it from thee : for 
*' it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
*^ members fliould perilh, and not that thy 

whole body fliould be caft into hell." 



€t 



Now, in cafe we fliould not underftand 
what is meant by the phrafc caji into bell^ 
we may find che matter more fully exprefs- 
cd in the i8ch chapter, and iht 9\.VvNt.\fe^ 
where the phrafc ufcd is eri^trXa^Jwi jiv«* 
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dO &Aer and Striaus Rtafim^ He. 

He is likewife faid by Mark to have been 
:&)S\ more expUcit on the fame fubjed. h 
will anfv^r my purpofe ^o 4xan(ctibc die 
paiiage. 

*^ If thy hand offend thee, cut it off*: it 
*' is better for thee to enter into life maim* 
ed, than, having two hands, to go into 
hell, into the fire that never JbaU ie 
quenched: where their worm dietb not^ 
and the fire is not quenched. And if thy 
foot offend thee, cut it off^: it is better 
for thee to enter halt into life, than, hav- 
ing two feet, to be caft into hell, into the 
fire that never JhaU be quenched: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is mt 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than, 
having two eyes, to be call into hell-fire^ 
where their worm dieth not^ and the^n? 
is not quenched. For every one (hall be 
Julted with fire V 

* Mark, chap. \3C. 
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S^er and Strkut RtBfimSf He. kr 

From the account which lAike gives us^ 
k appears^ that when one inquired of Chrifl:» 
Whether there wtvcfew to be favcd ? he 
decHned giving a dircfk anfwcr^ by faying, 
" Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate: 
'* for manyy I fay unto you, will feek to 
•* enter in, and Ihall not be able." Never- 
thele(s, we kam from Matthew, that he 
caught thus : " Enter ye in at the ftrait 
^^ gate ; for wide is the gate and broad is 
** the way that leadeth to defiruSliotii and 
" ffun^ there be which go in thereat : be* 
** caufe ftrait is the gate and narrow is 
*^ the way which leadeth unto life, and^w 
** there be that find it." Let us now tura 
to that remarkable prayer of Chrift, which 
we find in the 17th chapter of John, and 
in which are the following exprefllons: 
•* The men which thou gaveft me out of 
** the world-^l pray for fbem : I pray not 
** for the world.*' Agreeably to this dif- 
tinftion, John fays, near the conclufion of 
his firft epiftle, " We know that we are of 



14 Sober atti Seriaua Rktfinsy Vc. 

ion^ feeing the very happy and defirable 
confequences refulting front that dodbdne 
m conjundton wtdi the belief c^ a perfeft 
Deity, becaufe they wijhed it, feeai to havfc 
perfmded d^mfelves that they have ac- 
tually /onoii/ their philofophical dodrme in 
die hooks of fcripture. Or elfe,, perhaps^ 
they have conceived that, by apply ii^ the 
phiJo&phical theory, they can folvc diffi- 
culties, which occur in thofe books, not 
iblvable by any other procefs. The mif- 
fortuoe ts, the theory will not apply. 

The fcriptiniil doftrines of the divine 
fore-knowledge, and of a fcheme of pro- 
vidence, which, while comprehending the 
general affairs of the world, is reprcfentcd 
as extending likewife to the concerns of 
each individual, coincide very well with the 
philofophical doftrine of neccflity. But 
nothing can be more repugnant to it thao 
what the fcriptures teach us concerning 
ptmiJhmentSi cfpecially ntver-ending puni/b- 

\ merits^ 



S§tir 4md Seriws ReafmSy i^c. i j 

iuniSy and the demerits of all mankind (cx^ 
cept Ac few who enter in at the ftrait 
fpXit)^ which, according to the fcriptureSy 
lender thofe ptinifhmcnts proper, and, as it 
toifnM feem, even necefiary^ to be inflid- 
ed on them by a juft and righteous Gk)d. 

It feems natural enough for a benevolent 
neceflarian to confider thofe paflages c^ 
jfcripture, where the bencvotence of the 
Deity is mentioned, as perfectly confonant 
with his philofophy. They are fo in reality. 
But this will never (hew that the happy- 
re/idts of his philofophy have tbs/cripturat 
JanSlim. On the other hand, thofe ex-- 
plicit declaradoasof Chrift, relauve to fu* 
cure puniihment, together with the other 
pafTages equally explicit, above cited, are 
totally adverfe and irreconcileable. And,, 
in my apprehenfion, they are no more ca- 
pable ofbeing reconciled to that charader 
of benevolence which every cbrifiian, whe- 
ther a neceilariaa or no> afcribes to God^ 



i6 Soier and Serious Rtafons^ fie, • 

There is fcarcely any chriftian who woulS^ 
deny theforeknowleJge of Godj althoi^h he 
ihould believe the free will of man. Bu^ 
Ibould hej at the fame time^ believe alfo 
the do£trine of eternal pumjbmenf, it would 
not be poflible for him to withhold his a(- 
fent to the following propofition: That 
the Creator, when he gave cxillence to hu- 
man beings, endowed them with a power 
whereby, he certainly knew, they would 
make themfelves eternally miferable. Indeed 
the fcriptural account o( tht final dejlinatim 
of the human race appears to mtjbocking^ 
(as I ihould think it would to any conli- 
derate man), not only when contemplated 
as it is fimply in itfelf, but becaufe it im- 
preflcs on the mind fuch an idea of the 
conduft of Almighty God as goes to the 
annihilation of his moral attributes. 

All thofc who, holding man to be a free 

agent, a felf-determined being, think that 

his fins require punifhment to follow them> 

6 and 



S^i^r and Serious Reafins^ He, 17 

and that they ought not injt0ice to go un^ 
pwiijbed^ do nevcrthclcfs, I prcfumc, judge 
that the punijhment ought to be proportions 
ate to the offence. 

Others, again, who defcribe human na- 
ture in the fame way^ think that, where the 
power and wif3om of Government are 
adequate to the purpole, all punilhment 
ought td be fo applied as that, while it 
<>perates for an exampky it ihould reform 
the offender. 

But, as for me, who am thoroughly con- 
vinced that, agreeably to the philofophical 
dodlrine of ncccflTity, every man is what he 
iSjinevitalffy^ in coniequence of that fitua-* 
tion and thofe circumftances which have 
hccn affigncd him T^y his Maker,— how 
<:an I rcfleft, without horror, on what has 
been adduced from the chriftian fcripturcs 
relative to the future and final condition of 
mankind, if I prcfcrve the leaft veneration 

C for 
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for that which is indeed infinitely venera- 
ble — the 4:hara£Ier of Betty? 

« 

Every man (in what way focver he came 
by them) is pofleflfed of the ideas ofjujiice 
and benevolence. He eftcems his ieHow 
man who is jufi: and benevolent to be a 
good charafler; and he cannot help fo 
doing. And if he€ould believe in a God 
who was not juftand benevolent, he could 
not efleem fuch a being to be a good cha- 
radber if he would. If he is upright, he 
judges of thofe around him by the apof- 
toJical maxim, ** He that doeth righteouf- 
*^ nefsis righteous." And any juft idea 
he can form of his Makef s moral charac- 
ter muft be fprflKd in the fame way. Let 
any perfon, then, fuppofe the fcriptural 
account of the final deftination of mankind • 
to befuch as I think I have Ihewn it to 
be. In that cafe he moft either admit the 
account to be falfe, or he muft own, lap- 
jjrchend, that the fcriptural Deky is not a 
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j«ft and benevolent being. For my part, 
I am perfuaded that it is the true fcriptu- 
ml account 4 but I am» at ka(l» equally 
perfuadecl, for I am well convinced, that 
it is in itjelf fdlfe^ This, dear Sir, is my 
grand ob^edlion to chriftianicy, and the 
principal ground of my fcepticifm: I have 
therefore naturally mentioned it firft. My 
mind, -however, is much imprcffed by the 
hiftory oithe extermination of the Canaanites: 
and, moreover, I cannot help thinking, 
that the very notion of Miracles and Re- 
velation is attended with much difBculty. 

I am fcnfibk that thefe my two remain- 
iog objedions, of which I am about to 
fpeak, are far from being new: but the 
queftion is, — Have they ever received a 
fatisfadtory repxy ? The firft of them, I 
think, certainly has not: e^ecially fince I 
have had the plcafure of reading the letters 
addreflfed to Thomas Paine by the learned 
and ingenious Bilhop of Landaff. H\^ 

C ^ 1jc>yA^\^ 
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*' dcftroycd by earthquakes, men wfch 
** their wives, their fons, and their little 
" ones, were fwallowed up alive : — why 
" do you not fpurn, as fpurious, the book 
•* of nature, in which tWs faft is certainly 
** writtcn> and from the perufal of which 
*' you infer the moral juftice of God ? 
" You will, probably, reply, that the evils, 
" which the Canaanites fufFered from the 
'" exprcfs command of God, were diSerent 
** from thofc which are brought on man- 
** kind by the operation of the laws of na- 
" ture, — Diflferent I in what ? — Not ih 
** the magnitude of the evil — not in the 
** fubjcfts of fuffc ranee— not in the author 
" of it— for my phifofophy, at leaft, in* 
" ftrudls me to believe that God* not only 
'* primarily formed, but that he hath 
*^ through all ages executed the laws of 
" nature; and that he wilt through all eter- 
" nity adminifter them, for the general 
" happinefs of his creatures, whether wc 
** can, on every occafion, difeern that end 

" or not, ' 

6 ^^\^m 
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*^ I am far from being guilty of the im^ 
^ piety of queftioning the cxiftence of the 
•* moral juftice of God> as proved cfther 
*' by natural or revealed religion 1 what I 
«« contend for is (hortly this— that you 
have no right, in fairnefs of reafoning^ 
to urge any apparent deviation from 
moral juftiv e as an argument againfl re* 
** vealcd religion, becaufe you do not urge 
an equally apparent deviation from it as 
an argument agaixift natural religion: 
you rejedt the former and admit the 
latter, without adverting that, tliey mufl: 
«* ftand, or fall together *.' 

Forbearing to make any comment 00 
the ftyle of the paragraphs I have quoted, 
I take the liberty to obfcrve,, that when 
his Lordftiip. would prove there is no dif- 
ference between the deftrudion refulting 
from a natural event and the deftruftion 

executed by the bands of the Ifraelites at the 

■ 

♦ See Letters, to T. Paine, pages l.^>.15> 1^,. 

ITy 18. 
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command of God^ artd when he, for that end^ 
cnumel^tes fevcral circumftances in whtcii 
thcfe two things agree^ he omits one, and 
that an important one, in which they will 
be found to differ effmtially. Admitting 
God to be the author of both, no man can. 
truly affirm the intention to have been tht 
fame in both cafes, till he ihall be intitled 
to affirm that Calamity and Punifhment 
zrtfynonymous. But all men confent to dif- 
tinguifb between thcfe uhings. That there 
are natural puniffimcnts I will not deny. 
When the confcience of our third royal 
Richard found him out, and the horrible 
fpcftres, of tbofe who had fallen viftims 
to his cruel tyranny, prefcnted themfclves^ 
to his imagination *, he may be faid to 
have endured, not merely a calamity, but 
/a natural puniftiment* When the plague 
deftfoycd the good Howard, the philan- 
thropift, at Chcrfon, it was not a puniCb- 

* Whether this be literally the hiftorical truth. 
h of no in]portaace to my argCLmeiit« 
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wttiXy but a fad calamity. And it is wor* 
thy of our con(ideration> that it is record** 
ed, when a notorious calamity befel fomc 
Galileans, and another fimilar matter hap- 
pened to certain perfons at Jerulaleai» 
Chrift put the qucftion— Think ye that 
thefe men were finners above other men ^ 
and anfwered it himfelf thus, *' I tell you^ 
nay J* In which determination two opinions 
feem to be fignified: firft, that calamity is 
not punifliment; and, fecondly, that all 
juft punishment implies ^» or crime in the 
iubgeffc of it. Indeed^ I am perfuaded that 
both are perfedly agreeable to the general 
apprehenfions of mankind : for no one, till 
his ideas oiright and wrong were confound- 
ed, and till he had *' put evU for good, and 
good for m/," ever thought that the rigbte^ 
QUSy or the innocent, were t\\t proper fubjeSi^ 
oi puni/hnuni. 

Now what IS the conduft afcribed to 
God in the fcripture hiftory, and defended 
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with fo much zeal by the learned prelate ? 
It is precifcly this, that he inftifted the pu- 
ntfhment of death on the innocent infants of 
the Canaanitcs. The extermination is rc- 
prefented as a fignal and terrible punifh- 
mcnt. But, whatever we may think of 
the parents, it could not have been defcrved 
by the innocent infants. With rcfpeft to 
thefe laft, therefore, it could not be other 
than an unjuft punifhment. 

Calamity, as fuch, is net puni{hmenr„ 
unlets every calamity, great or fm;%ll, is fo, 
whereby cither men or brute animals are 
affliftcd : Therefore, though the all-wife 
Author of nature might fee fit that the in* 
habitants of Lima, Catania, and Lifbon-^ 
fhould periJh by earthquakes, it does not 
follow that he inftided punifhment on 
them: Therefore thofe cafes were different 
from the cafe of the excermioation of the 
Canaanitcs*. 



14 
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If, however, for the fake of argument, 
we fliould grant that there was w difFer- 
ence, and that thofe natural calamities were 
real puniftiment, and fhould apologife for 
the imocent having been included with the 
guilty in the fame puniftiment, by alleging 
the tmpcffibility of diftinguilhing them 
without a miracle: — the fame apology 
could nor be made for punifhing the Ca- 
naanitifti Infants ; becaufe it was very ee^y. 
10 diftinguifli them. 

The Biihop, in the next page, remarks 
that " He (God) made the Ifraclites the 
•* executors of his vengeance ; and in do- 
** ing this he gave fuch an evident and 
" terrible proofofhis abomination of vice, 
•* as could not fail to ftrike the furround- 
*' ing nations with adoniOiment and terror, 
" and to imprcfs on the minds of the If- 
^ raelites what they were to expeflr, if they 
♦* followed the example of the nations 
•* whom he commanded diem to cut ofF.'' 
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Now I thinkj indeed^ the minds of that peo- 
ple would be very ftrongly imprcffed by 
being made the executors of fuch dreadful 
vengeance : but I cannot help thinking, 
too, that the imprcffion would be very 
pernicious. By learning that it belonged 
to the charafter of the Governor and the 
Judge of the wprld fo infiiif cruel and unjuft 
punijhmenty they would not be infpired with 
veneration for that fupreme Governor and 
Judge. And it is hard to perfuadc one 
that the ftaining their hands in the blood 
ofinfants was likely to teach them huma- 
nity. In reality, it does not appear, from 
their hiftory, that they poffcflcd much of 
cither: and it is particularly worthy of no- 
tice, that they were not even prefcrved 
from the very worft crimes of the exter- 
minated nations. 

It b painful to refleA that men (hould 
ever have been led to imagine, whilft ha- 
bituated to the pra^ice of atrocious injuf- 
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tice, they might plead both the authority 
and example of that great Being whom 
they acknowledged as their maker, and, 
likcwife, as their Governor and Judge. 
Deplorable indeed muft have been the cir- 
cumftanccs of thofc nsen : and it is difficult 
to conceive any circumftances more na- 
turally fitted to generate the mofl horrid 
ipecies of depravity. 

Such are my reafons for thinking the 
Bilhop of LandafF has not fuccecded in his 
attempt to refute an objeftion which in my 
mind is a very ferious one, and likely to 
remain fo. 

It feems impoITible to conceive how 
any order for extermination Ihould pro- 
ceed from the juft and benevolent Deity : 
but that which refpefts the Amalekites, 
delivered by Samuel, in the name of God, 
to Saul, is more extraordinary than that ' 
concerning the other nations. It is as fol- 
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lows : " Thus fiith the Lord of hofts, I 
** remember that which Amalck did to If- 
^* rael, how he laid wait for him in the 

way when he came up from Egypt. 

Now go and fmitc Amalek, and utterly 
** deftroy all that they have, and fpare 
*' them not ; but flay both tnan and woman^ 
^^ infant znd /uciling, ox and flieep, camel 
*' and afs*." Now it is obfervable, that 
this order does not make the wickednefs of 
the Amalckites the reafon of their deftruc- 
tion; but the charge (though not literally 
fo exprcffed) feems to be in effed this. 
That they t^ok up arms againji their invaders^ 
It may be obferved, like wife, that the gene-- 
ration of men who had done this was pajfed 
away: and^?// ofthofe^ for whom this hor- 
rible mafliacrr was decreed^ were as innocent 
of the charge as the infants and/ucklings. 
The hiftory of the offence is recorded in 
the 17th chapter of Exodus: and at the 
end of that chapter we are told, " The 

* I Sam. ^v. 2, 3. 
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*^ Lord fitid unto Mofcs, Write this for a 
*^ memorial in a book, and rdyesirfc it In 
*^ the ears of Jo(hi>a ^ for I will ufiirfy put 
" 0iU the remembrance of ylmalek from under 
^5 heaven. And Mofes built an altar^ 
« and called the name of it JEHOVAH- 
'f nifli: for he faid, Becaufe the Lord hath 
^* fworn, that the Lord will have war with 
'^^ Amalekfrom generation to generations^ 

We need not, fiirely, to be furprifcd that 
the jewifla people have been charafterifed 
by the qualities of cruelty and malice* 
Neverthelels, we find thefe qualities ap- 
pearing fometimes where one would not 
expeft it.:— we End them in their devo^ 
tumu 

It IS univerfally admitted that, in the 
book of Pjalms^ there arc many compofi- 
tions of unrivalled excellence in their kind.. 
The divine providi^nce and goodncfb are 
celebrated there in drains of poetry admi- 
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rably fublimej and powcrfbHy aficddn;^ 
which fcem cxprdfivc of fecHngs truly dc- 
▼out, and adapted to call forth iinrilar feel- 
ings. There are paflagcs, however, that 
occur in this book, at which I am afto- 
nifhedi but the fecHng^excited has nothing 
fkafurable belonging to if. The very wri- 
ter who, at one tinie, praifes God becaufe 
" he is gracious and full of comprfHion, 
^^ flow to aRger and of great mercy; be- 
^* caufe he is good to all, and his tender 
*' mercies are over all his works*;" — the 
rcry fame writer, in an addrefs to that 
(kme God, whofe goodnefs he has thus- 
icelebrated, ufcs the following ^xprefiions 
relative to his own perfonal enemies : " Let 
^* their table become a fnai:e before them, 
^* and that which fhould have been for 
'* their welfare, let ic become a trap! Let 
** their eyes be darkened that they fee tiot^ and 
" make their loins continually to Ihakel 
" Pour out thine indignation upon them^ 

* See Pfalm cxlv. 
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^ and let thy wrathful anger cake hold of 
^ them ! Let their habitation be defolate^ 
** and let none dwell in their tents ♦ !*' On 
another occafion, we have thefe horrid 
imprecations of the fame writer upon his 
enemy: " When he Ihall be judged, let 
•* him be condemned, and let his prayer 
" become fin ! Let his days be few, and 
*^ let another take his office ! Let his cbil- 
" dren be fatberlefs and his wife a widow! 
" Let bis children be continually vagabonds, 
" and beg: kt them feek their bread out of 
" their defolate places ! Let the extortioner 
^' catch all that he hath; and let the ftran- 
'* ger fpoil his labour ! Let there be none to 
" extend mercy unto hiniy neither let there be 
** any to favour bis fatberlefs children! Let 
** his pofterity be cut off, and, in the ge- 
'' neration following, let his name be blot- 
" ted out 1 Let the iniquity of his father be 
" remembered with the Lord j and let not the 

• See Pfalra Ixix. 
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^^Jmofbts mother be blotted ma I Let diem 
^' be before tbe Lord contanuallyy that he 
•^ may cut oflF tbe inemorjr of them from 
^' the earth ! becaufe that he remembered 
not to (hew mercy ; but periecuted tbe 
poor and needy man [the imprecator 
himfelf], that he might even flay the 
broken in heart. As he loved curfio^ 
fo let it come unto him ! As he delight- 
ed not in blellingy fo let it be hr from 
" him ! As he clothed himfelf with curf- 
*^ ing as with a garment, fo let it come 
*' into his bowels like water, and like oil 
^^ into his bones ! Let it be unto him as 
the garment which covereth him, and 
for a girdle wherewith he is girded con- 
tinually ! Let this be the reward of tny 

aJfuerfaries from the Lord*!" We 

have got, I prefume, a fuificicnt fpccimen 
of one kind of devotional (pirit. But as 
the writer was a writer of celebrity with 
his countrymen, he muft have found among 

* See Pfalm cix. 
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thefll a ^ofigenud (piric 1 hope and bclkvc 
It was never found any where elfe. 

There was one more obgedion, men- 
tioned abovtj refpeding the difficulty at- 
tending the very notion of Miracles and 
Reveladon. 

When i was very youngs and as yet to- 
tatty ignorant of what philofophers have dif- 
covered concerning the immenfe fyftcm 
of the univeffe^ and the laws of the ma- 
terial world, — this difficulty did not at all 
afie6t me. But at prefent irfeems to me, 
as it has long feemed, to be a thing, if not 
abfolutely incredible, very hard to believe, 
that the venerable Author of univerfal na- 
ture, after having eftabliflicd the general 
order, and the laws by which all natural 
events are brought to pafs, (hould find it 
neceflary to h-eak in upon that order and 
thofe laws for the accomjdifliment of his 
dcfigns* Moreover, fmce I became a rye.* 

D 2 c^ttmwv^ 
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ccflarian, the difficulty has not been dimi- 
niflied by my convidion that the mind is 
fubjeft to laws as cextain as the laws of gra- 
vitation, and that events take place as re- 
gularly in the intelle£lual and moral, as in 
the material world. 

Indeed I am not quite fo averfe to admit 
fome grand interference for a very extraor- 
dinary purpofe, as to receive the account 
of the many particular miracles recorded 
in the fcripture hiftory, 

, The idea of God, in mod men's minds, 
is a very different thing from that con- 
ceived by a philofopher habituated to con- 
template the univerfe. What can fuch a 

contemplative man think, when he reads of 
pcrfonal vifits from the infinite and eternal 
Deity to the man Abraham, and the col- 
loquial difcourfe which pafTed on thofe 
occafions ? Let any reflefting pcrfon read 
what is related, in the 20th chapter of 
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Genefisj concerning Abraham, Sarah, and 
Abimelech the king of Gerar; and the 
account of what God is rcprefentcd as 
fpeaking, in a vifion, to Abimelech j like- 
wife the account of the miraculoq? punifh- 
ment inflifted on the female part of Abi- 
melcch's family j and then let him declare 
fobcrly how he is imprefled by the narra- 
tive. I am no fcofFer : but I do not won- 
der at Mr. Voltaire's fcofEng. Indepen- 
dently, however, of the objedlion to this 
ftory and the morality of it, can it appear 
at all probable that fuch perfonal confe- 
rences (hould have taken place between the 
Juibor cfthe univer/e and Abraham or Mofes 
as thofe related f I inquire not how pro- 
bable fuch things may be in the eftima- 
tion of ordinary men, but in that of intel- 
ligent and reflcdting perfons. 

There is what, I think, will illuftrate 
the matter, in a volume of letters, ad- 
dreffed to various perfons, b^ Dt* ^xK^.^- 

D 3 \oi. 
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ley*. Among the reft, there are twelve 
very excellent ones to the late Dr. Price; 
in one of which, on the antecedent proba* 
bility of the Arian hypothefis, we meet 
with thefp following obfcrvations : 

That mere divines (hould talk fo light- 
ly as they fometimes do, concerning cr^^- 
" tioriy and the pofGbility of its falling with- 
** in the province of an inferior being, I 
I do not wonder ; becaufe they have no 
proper idea of what creation is or im- 
" plies* They have no conception of the 
** magnitude of it, or of the wonderful ex^ 
** tent of the laws by which the mundane 
" fyftcm is governed. But you. Sir, are 
«' not a mere divine. You rank high in 
^^ the clafs of mathematicians and natural 
philofophers, who are daily contemplat- 
ing, and making farther inquiries into, 

•* the laws of nature ; who are filled with 

■ » 

* The titk is. Letters to Dr. Home,' to the Young 
Men of Oxford and Cambridge, to Dr Price, and' 
Xo Mr. Packhurft. Publifhed bj Johnfon, 1767. 

* 

" aftonilhment 
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'^ aftonilhinent at what they do fee of them, 
<« and ivha are at the fame time well fatif- 
*^ fied that all they lee bears no fcnHblc 
proportion to that which is unknown. 
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Now that a being poflcffing the pro- 
found wildom, and aftonilhing power,. 
•* that muft have been neccflary to the 
** conftrudtion of fuch a fyftem as this 
" (even allowing the matter out of which it 
** was made to have been prepared for 
«* him), fhould become a child in the 
" womb of a woman, be born, be brought 
^ up from infancy to manhood, be fubjed; 
^ to all the pains and infirmities of men, 
♦* be delivered into the hands of his enc- 
'* mies, be crucified, and die, appears to 
f* me to be in reality no lefs incredible 
'* than it -does to you that the creator of 
^ dl worlds Ihould be thus degraded." 

I do not fay, you will obferve, that the 
inftances which the fcripture hiftory affords 

D 4 of 
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of colloquial difcourfe between the Author 
tf nature and Abraham^ and between the 
izxtxt infinite and afionijhing Being and MofeSy 
2LXt paraUelm^dincts of degradation; they, 
neverthelefs, appear fo degrading as to 
render the hiftory antecedently improbable : 
and, indeed, I think that any accounts of 
miraculous interpofition muft appear (b, 
even to perfons whofe minds are ftrongly 
imprefled with religion, provided it be a 
rational and not a fuperftitious religion; 
and provided the perfons in queftion be 
acquainted with the great laws of nature, 
and attentive to the events conftantly tak- 
ing place according to the eftablilhed or- 
der. I have certainly no pretenfions to 
the character of a profound philofopher ; 
but, beholding, every day, and ferioufly 
contemplating, as I do, the regular way 
in which the Author of nature brings his 
defigns to pafs, to me it appears an unna- 
tural thing to fuppofe him deviating from 
his eternal courfe. 
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Yet I mean to fay no more than that 
luch miraculous interpofition is antece- 
dently improbable i I do not affirm it to be 
abfolutely incredible. 

After all, I am ready to acknowledge 
that I feel the force of the argument, for 
the truth of the chriftian revelation, deriv- 
ed from the tejlimony of the apoftles taken 
together with their fubfequent conduft, 
and the perfccutiops which they thereby 
knowingly incurred. If the chriftian mi- 
racles were not true (and if the apoftles 
were, as they are fuppofed to have been, 
competent to judge of that matter), their 
conduffl: is altogether unaccountable i and 
the rapid fucccfs of chriftianity is equallj^ 
fo. 

This argument has been repeatedly urg- 
ed by Dr. Prieftlcy, and recendy hy the 
bifliop of Landaflf*i more efpecially it has 

* See his Two Sermons^and a Charge to his Clergy. 
Publiflied bj Evans. 
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been dated and enforced with great ability^ 
by Mr. Paley j whofc work, I imagine, ia 
confidered as the completed defence of 
chriftianity in the Engliih language. This, 
argument likewife feems, in the opinion of 
thofe writers, to be the ftrong ground on 
which chriftianity ftands. But I would in- 
quire. Can it fupport the truth of the 
chriftian revelation, without fandlioning 
the morality of the Old and New Tefta- 
ments ? Or may we receive the revela^ 
tion oiafutureftate on the authority of this 
argument, and be at liberty to rejeft the 
morality taught in thofe books, thq whole 
or any part of it, if it (hould appear to us 
to be falfe and pernicious morality ? Thefe 
queftions, I apprehend, will be negatived hy 
every chriftian. 

But though I (hould concede that, on 
the fuppofition of chriftianity being /^^^ 
both the conduft of the apoftles and the 
rapid fuccefs of chriftianity are unaccount^ 

db\e : 



S$iir and Series Reafons^ isfc. 43 

able: What then ? In the prcfcnt cafe, as 
in ffltnf others, I muft acquiefce in my 
ignorance and inability. At the fame time 
I may be allowed to aflert. That no argu* 
ment can prove that to be true which in 
itfelf is impoffible. Now I am convinced 
it is impoflible for the benevolent Deity to 
create beings in order to make them mi* 
ferable : but the chriftian fcriptures affirm 
(as we have fcen) that everlafting mifery 
is the dejiinatim of the great majs of human 
beings \ which is affirming, in other words, 
that the benevolent Deity hath actually 
done this horrible thing ^. 

It: 

♦ In Dr. Prieftley's Iiiftitutcs of Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion, 2 vols. 6vo, pages 271,272, of 
vol. !• wc have thefe remarkable conceffions : " It 
** is readily acknowledged that many proportions 
" arc, in their own nature, abfurd 3 and, therefore, . 
** that no evidence whatever can be of any avail to 
^ the proof of them. If, for inftance, a perfon 
** (hould do what I fhould not be able to diftinguifh 
" from a real miracle^ pretendiufj lo ^lONt \i^ \x. 
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It is generally undcrftood, I believe,that 
the great objeft of the chridian revelation 
was to eftablifh the dodrine of a future 
ftate. Mr. Paley fays, " If I were to de- 

" that the fun did not rife yeflerday, to contradid 
** fucli a notorious hiftorical fa6t as, there is fuch a 
" place as Rome, or to refute fo plain a propofition 
as this, that 2 and 2 make 4, he will not perfuade 
roc to admit any thing fo contrary to experience, 
" to common fenfe, or to unqaedionable human 
" teftiraony. Alfo, the great outlines of natural 
*' religion, refpe6ting the providence and goodnefs 
** of God, and the great rules of human duty, 
*' though they be not ilridly demon lirable, yet 
** their very high degree of probability, and their 
great importance to mankind, give them fuch a 
fandtion, that zi'e ought not to Uften to any evidence 
" that ivould tend to undermine them. We may take 
*' it for granted that God cannot contradidi himfelf. 
'* Whatever, therefore, he clearly appears to be in 
" his works, we may affure ourfclves that he will 
alfo appear to be in any revelation that he {hall 
pleafe to make of himfelf. He cannot appear 
good and merciful in one method of making him- 
" fclf known, and cruel and unjufi in another." 



it 



« 



€€ 



Sober and Serious Reafons^ isfc, 4c 

" fcribc, in a very few words, the fcope 
** of chriftianity as a revelation, I Ihould 
" fay that it was, to influence the conduft 
•* of human life, by eftablifhing the proof 
of a future ftate of rewards and punifh- 

nifliments — to bring life and immorta- 
lity to light*." Chriftians, therefore, 
who, as fuch, are believers in a future 
ftate, (hould take their ideas of that ftate 
from THE REPRESENTATIONS of 
it given in the NEW TESTAMENT. 
Now thofc reprefentations, I think, cannot 
be true : and, as far as the great body of 
mankind is concerned, they have no rea- 
Ibn to wi(h them to be fo. If, indeed, it 
were the doftrine of Chrift — That the pre- 
Jent is a ftate of difcipline, to prepare men 
for happinefs in a future Jlate, by making 
them virtuous here j or if, as we unfor- 
tunately fee the many do not become vir- 
tuous here, Chrift had taught us that they 

* See Paley's View of the Evidences of Chrif- 
tianity, 8vo edition, 1796, pp. 24, 25, 
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mvii^ undcrgp a future difdpline i butchat» 
ultimately, they will attain to virtue and 
happincfs : — a future ftatc, fo reprcfentcd, 
would be a defirdble thing. But, alas ! pm 
mifhment^ in fcripture, is always dcfcribed, 
not as a benevolent dtfctpline *, to the gene- 
rality of mankind, but as the execution of 
juji vengeance : agreeably to what occurs in 
^the following paflage, taken from PauPs 
ad Epiftle to the Thcflalonians, chap. 1. 
"It \% a righteous thing with God to re- 
^' compcnfe tribulation to them that trou- 
" ble you, and to you, who are troubled, 
*' reft with us, when the Lord Jefus (hall 
" be revealed from heaven, with his migh- 

* I am fufficiently aware that the writer to the 
Hebrews (chap, xii.) reprefcnts the evils of life as 
anfwering the end of a falutary difcipline to lincere 
and pious chriilians,but not to other men. " Whorti 
" the Lord loveih he ckaftenetk,'* fays that writer;; 
who is fuppofed to have been that fame Paul who 
tells the Corinthians (as above mentioned), *^ We 
*' are cAafiened of the Lord that we ihonld not be 
*^ condemned wt/i the *worldy 
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« ty angelsy in flaming fire^ taking ven* 
^^ geauci on them chat know not God, and 
*^ that obey not the gofpel of our Lord 
" Jcfus Chrift : who fhall be punifhcd 
** with everlajimg deftruSion from the prc- 
** fence of the Lord and from the glory of 
** his power/' 

Neverthekfs, it is my finccre opinion, 
that a purer, a more dignified, or a more 
amiable religion was never exhibited to 
the fons of men, than we find in what is 
called the Lord's prayer, in the parable 
of the prodigal, and other parts of Chrift 's 
difcourfes: for inftance,.his afFefting ad- 
drels to his hearers on the fubjeft ofanx^ 
ietyy which I will tranfcribe. " I fay unto 
you, take no thought for your life, what 
ye Ihall eat, or what ye Ihall drink; ner 
yet for your body, what ye (hall put on. 
** Is not the life more than meat, and the 
*^ body than raiment ? Behold the fowls 
^* of the air : for they few not, neither do 
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•* they reap, nor gather into barns j yet 
*^ your heavenly Father fccdcth them. Are 
** not ye much better than they? WhicK 
•* of you, by taking thought [by his anx- 
** icty], can add one cubit unto his ftature ? 
*' And why take ye thought for raiment ? 
^^ Confider the lilies of the field, how they 
** grow : they toil not, neither do they 
" fpin : and yet, I fay unto you, that even 
*' Solomon, in all his glory, was not ar- 
** rayed like one of thefe. Wherefore, if 
** God fo clothe the grafs of the field, 

" which to-day is, and to-morrow is caft 
" into the oven, fhall he not much more 
" clothe you, Oye of little faith? There- 
^^ fore, take no [anxious] thought, fay- 
" ing, What fliall we eat? or what fhall 
^' we drink ? or, wherewithal fhall we be 
^* clothed ? for your heavenly Father kno w- 
*' eth that ye have need of all thefe things* 
" But fcek ye firfl the kingdom of God, 
*^ and his righteoufnefs, and all thefe things 
«^ fhall be added unto you," 

As 
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As another inftance^ I will tranfcribe 

'his exhortation to pray. *' Atk, and 

^^ it (hall be given you : feek, and ye (hall 
'^ find : knock, and it Ihall be opened unto 
** you : For every one that afketh, rc- 
^' cciveth i and he, that feeketh, findeth ; 
^' and, to him that knocketh, it (hall be 
** opened. 

*' Or what man is there of you, pf 
" whom if his fon aflc bread, will he give 
** him a ftone ? or, if he afk a fifh, will he 
'* give him a ferpent ? 

** If ye then, being evil, know how to 
*' give good gifts unto your children, how 
«« much more (hall your heavenly Father 
*' give good things to xhcm that afk 
«him*r 

The benevolent morality, likcwi(c, in- 

* See MattbeWj cbap. vi. and vii. 
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culcated by Chrift, is truly admindde. A 
better fpecimen cannot be given dian we 
-have m that beautiful and interefling apo- 
logue of the man travelling to Jericho, 
-who fell into the hands of robbers*: which 
I forbear to tranfcribe. I cannot^ how- 
ever^ avoid remarking the divine fimpfi- 
city of the dodtrine which refolvcs the 
whole of religion and morality into, thofe 
grand prihciples, the hve of God^ and the 
love of matu 

From what has been adduced, it ap- 
pears that both thtfentitnents and the doC' 
trines of fcripture are difcordant in the ex- 
treme. A wife man will therefore difcri^ 
mnate. He will endeavour to " prove 
all things, and hold fa& that which is 
good." But, unfortunately, whatismoft 
4)bnodcious appears to me infeparably conneSi- 
<d with the doftrinc which is acknowledg- 

* Sec Luk«, chap. x. 
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€d to be the grand article of the chriftian 
revelation ; and therefore appears to have 
all the fuppprt which the miraculous autbo^ 
tjty can afford it. However, though I own 
myfelf unable to refute the argument 
brought to prove that authority to be real, 
I am convinced that the doftrine,which re- 
;prefents the benevolent Deity as having 
created beings in order to make thcin inif(n'' 
able, can never have the feal of his auihc- 
ritj. 

When I 'fcrioufly coriGder this principal 
-ehjeSlion, likewife that fimilar one refpeft- 
ing die extermination of the Canaanites j and, 
laftly, that grounded on the antecedent im^ 
probability of all revelation ; I perceive 
myfelf^ as I faid, conjirained to become a 
Sceptic, fiecaufe I would not do a rafh 
thing, I do not pronounce the revelations 
(as they are ftyled) of the Old and New 
Teftaments to be falfe : but I am very far 
indeed from believing them to be true, 

E A In 
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In this ftate of mind, and at my time of 
life, it is probable that my habits and my 
condu6l will remain nearly fuch as they 
have been. With refpcft to one article, 
neverthelcfs^ I fhall ceafe to do as I have 
^one. I (hall no longer (at lead till I am 
better informed) by a folemn and public 
aft declare myfelf tobe achriftian: becaufe 
1 would not do it, either by word or deed, 
in private convcrfation. Yet I am not 
aware of any thing which fhould hinder \ 
me from rejoicing in tfae fatherly goodnefi 
of God; I know of nothing which fhould 
hinder me irom contemplating* with de- . 
light, his benevolent providence, widiout- 
which ** not a (parrow falls to the ground;" 
or even from lifting up my heart to him, 
with bumble confidence, as to the original 
and genuine fource of all that is excellent 
and good. Perhaps, too, my chriftikn 
friends will permit me, when the melancholy 
fcenes of human calamity force my atten- 
tion,to confolc my fclf with the reviving hope 

"That 
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-'< That this dark Hate, 






^ Id wayward paffions loft and vain purfuits,. 
This htfancy of being, cannot prove, 
Tbejfiio/ tffiu of the works of God." 

Thomson. 

I have now, my dear Sir, finiflied what 
I had to fay to you: and, leaving you ta 
judge of it, 

I remain 

Yours affcclionacclv, 

J.H. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

Printed with thefirji Edition* 



HE writer of the eniuing pages 
is therein alTerted (intentionally at 
aft) the caufe of religious truth; 
x^yfofar^ prefoxnes, that he has con- 
irred with liberal chriftians, who, 
\ trufts, will judge him with candour, 
", at leaft, with equity. But he 
ill own that, having differed on a 
bjed of great importance from a 
imber of his friends, it has, like- 
ife, been his objeft to vindicate 
ore fully this part of his eondud:,. 
d to preferve as much of their 
:eem as may be. It is meant, in- 
cd, that what he has written Ihall 
' principally among thofe friends. 
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APOLOGY, &c. 



WaB&f the advocates of revealed religion: 
make demands upon us for our faith, it 
terns very natural, in this age of free in- 
quiry and difcuflion, for a thoughtful man 
to refleft on the matter or matters which. 
wc are required to believe. " I find my- 
^ fclf (fuch a man may fay) fituated, as I 
" conceive, in the midft of the UNI- 
AVERSE of God. I contemplate the 
phenomena around mcy and perceive no- 
thing at reft ; but the grand fucccflioa 
*• of fevehts which fall under my notice, 
takes place uniformly and regularly, ac- 
cording to cftablifhed laws, from the re- 
^ volution of the heavenly bodies, to the 
*^ change offeafons upon this earthly globe, 

''and 
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* 

«' and to the circulation of the blood In air 
" animal fyftem. From what I experi* 
^' ence within me^ I am convinced that 
" mind is governed by laws as incontroul- 
** able as the laws of matter;, becaufe I am 
•* invariably determined to aflion by the 
** ftrongeft motive, and I cannot doubt 
** that other men are determined in the 
" fame manner. All things, therefore, 
which come to pafs were, I conclude, 
ordained by, andfpring from, the opera- 
" tion of that original Caufe, the wife 
•* and benevolent Author of the univerfe ; 
'* who, being perfectly acquainted witK 
** individual and univerfal nature, knew 
from cverlafting how to difpofe properly 
of every being and every thing, and to 
** what influences it was proper to fubjeft 
" them, in order to produce the propofed 
*' refult, viz. the greatejijum of good. As 
" a true Theift, it is thus I conceive of 
** the Deity exerting his power agreeably 
^ to eftablifhed and invariable laws : for 



€C 



Dijbelief of Revealed Religion. 6l 

**• with bim is no variablenefs or Jhadow of 
*' turning^* 

It feems impoffiblc to confider this great 
Being as accomplifhing his purpofe by this 
uniform and invariable mode of operation, 
"Without apprelicnding it to be the moft 
dignified mode, and perfedlly fuitabie to 
his chara£ter: and, on the other hand, Lc 
feems likcwife impoffible to contemplate 
Tiim as deviating from this mode fo fimplc 
and fublime, and as dijiuriing his own ejla- 
hlijhed order by working miracles t without 
cfteeming fuch a deviation to be a thing 
derogatory from him, becaufe implying a 
defeU of wifdom or of power* But how- 
ever unworthy of him fuch a deviation may 
appear, it is what all the advocates of re- 
velation contend for, and require us to 
believe. Indeed, there is a great differ- 
ence between the opinions of fome and 
others of them, refpefting the extent to 
which the miraculous power has been ex- 
erted ^ 
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:er);ed ; fome thinking all the miraculous 
ftories in the Old Teftament to be truei 
and deeming all the fcriptural books, with- 
out exception, to have tJie divine fandbion 
and authority; while others think a number 
of thofc ftories to be fabulous, and entirely 
difbelieve the infpir^tion of the grcateft 
part of fcripture. 

It has been the general opinion among 
: chriftians that, in the fcriptures, the Deity 
has revealed to mankind the knowledge of 
himfejf ^nd of his providential governmenti 
and likewife the knowledge of true and ge- 
nuine morality. And it is remarkable that 
thofe chriftians who have believed leafi 

. refpefting infpiration, have joined with 
thofe who have believed moji in extolling 
fcriptural religion and morality as far the 
purcft and the beft, and in defending the 
lacred books when cenfurcd for contain- 

' ing both dodrines and examples of irreli- 
.gion and immorality. 

6 Whether 
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Whether any unprejudiced perfon could 
Tcmain unconvinced of the juflice of fuch 
a charge after reading thofe books^ I will 
not determine : but furely prejudice itfelf 
mull admit it to be an extraordinary cir- 
cumftance that the noble Lord prefiding in 
the Court of King's-Bcnch fhould, on a 
recent occafion*, have doubted whether 
he ought to keep his feat in that court 
-while Mr. Stewart Kyd read paflages from 
the Holy Bible. His lordfliip, indeed, ob- 
jefted to the reading parts of the Bible. 
But thou^ it is true that detached parts of 
a connefted diflertation may convey a 
meaning very different from what the wri- 
ter intended, this obfcrvation (as every 
^ne muft fee) does not affed entire and 
xjnmutilated narratives, fuch as thofe in 
"qucftion, references to which I fliall put 

in the note fubjoined f . 

But, 

* The trial of Williams for publifliing the Age 
t)f RcafoB, a4th of J une, 1 797. 

t The ccnfurable paflages, as Mr. Kyd under* 
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Butj wliac muft be a moil: important 
conlideration to a religious man« in thole 

books 

Hood them to be^ cenfift of obfcene ftories, with 
which he has joined Solomon's famous Song as an 
inftance of voluptuous debauchery : they confift, 
likewise, of inilances of cruel and torturous execu- 
tions and unrelenting vindidivenefs. BelatioDs 
of tbe firft fort (though certainly not all equaUy 
liable to objedion) he merely cited, as 
, The ftory of Sarah's giving Hagar to Abraham, 
Gen. ch. xvi. 
The tranfa6tion of Lot's two daugbters with 

their father, Geu. cfh. xix. 
The difpittes df Rachel add Leah about the pof- 
feffion of Jacob's perfon, and their giving each 
her handmaid to Jacob, Gen. ch. xxx. 
Thehiftory of tlie rape of Dinah, Gren. ch. xxxiv. 
The ftory of Judah and Tamar, Gen. di. xxxviii. 
The foHcitation of Jofeph by Potiphar's wtfe, 

Gen. ch. xxxzx. 
The ftory of Zimri, and Cofbi the Midianitiih 
woman. Numb. ch. xxv. 

■ of Samfon and DeHlah, Judges, ch. xvi, 

■ of the Levitcs' concubine abufed by 
the Gilieathites, Judges, ch. xix. 

of Abigail, the wife of Nabal, becom- 



lag ^e wife of David, I Sara. ch. xxv. 

Tbft 
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books we find a reprelentacion not merely 
unworthy and degrading^ but an impious 

reprcfent- 

The ftory of Ammen, one of the Tons of David, 
debaucbiiig tamar, the filler of Abfalom, 
another of David's fons, 2 Sam. ch. xiii. 

— of the fame Abfalom debauching his 
father*! concubines in the face of all ifrael^ on 
the houfe*top, 2 Sam. ch. xvi. 

. ■■' ■ of David and Bathflyeba, the wife of 



tJriah the Hittite, 2 Sam. ch. xi. 

Mr. Kyd faid, he forbore to read thefe dories at 

lengthy becaufe h« felt it his duty to fpare the mo- 

dedy of an £nglilh audience : for the fame rea< 

fonhe did not read^ but refer to the Song of So- 

lonioD : but with refpe^ to the inllances of cruel 

and torturous execution, and unrelenting vindic- 

tivenefs, he did notfeel himfelf rellrained« and the 

Darratives of thefe he propofed to read, when Lord 

Kcnyon interfered : and the jury not wiihing to 

hear them, Mr. K. cited the paiTages as tbey fellow : 

The liory of the treacherous and cruel, revenge 

of the tviro fons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, on 

the Shechemites, Gen. ch. fxxiv. 

The hiftory of the (laughter of the Midianite^, 

Numb. ch. xxxi. 
The daughter of the Canaanitet by the com- 

F raand 
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rcprcfentarion of the eternal Deity. The 
more liberal chriftians^ when fpeaking of 

mand of God i particularly the condud of 
jofhiia to the men of Ai, Joih. ch. viii. and 
the ilaughter of the five kings, Joih. ch. x. 

The ilory of Sifera and Jael, and the Song of 
Deborah and Barak in exultation at the events 
Judges, ch. iv. and v. 

The murder of the people of Jabefh Gilead, for 
not having gone up with the reft of the tribes 
againft Benjamin, in the cafe of the Levite's 
eoncub:ne> Judges, ch. xxi. 

The. account of Samuel hewing Agag in pieces 
before the Lord in Gilgal, 1 Sam. ch. xv. 

The unneceflary and wanton cruelty of David 
to the inhabitants of Rabba, the chief city 
of Amnion, taken after its iiege by Joab^ 
J2 Sam. ch. xii. 

The murder of SauVs feven innocent foos, cm 
pretence of their father*s ilaughter of the Gi- 
beonites, being the caufe of feven years' fa- 
mine, 2 Sam. ch. xxi. 

David*s dying charge to Soloooon, refpeding 
Joab and Shimei, 1 Kings, ch. ii. 

The ilaughter of feventy of Ahab*8 ions, 
2 Kii^9 ch. X. 

God, 
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God, ts creator, have told us, ^^ That die 
'•' world originated from his infinite good- 
*' ne(s ; that he is the benevolent parent of 
^' all mankind, and that his objed in creat* 
^' ing them, was to make them virtuous 
'* and happy." And, without doubt, all 
this is the natural and genuine confequcnce 
to be inferred from the charafter of a be- 
ing infinitely wife and good, and powerful. 
From the books of fcripture, however, we 
learn no fuch thing. When we read in 
thofe books what is mentioned, refpefting 
the creation,. we meet with fuch paffagcs 
as the following : ** The heavens declare 
^' the glory of God, and the firmament 
** flicweth his handy-work." *^ By the word 
^ of die Lord were the heavens made, 
«< and all the hoft of them by the breath 
" of bis mouth." It is in this, or a fimilar 
ilrain, that creadon is fpoken of: and we 
learn that the world originated from the 
power^ indeed, of God; but it is never, V 
tbink^ afcrlbed to his benevolence. But if 

F 2 ^.'wj 



6f jfn Apohgy fw the 

any paiTages of thofe books were meaiit 
to teach us, that the objed of the Deity, 
in giving being to his intelligent creatures, 
was the virtuous bappinefs of chofc crea- 
tures ; this could never be reconciled with 
the account given by Ch rift and his apof- 
tles concerning the unhappy dejlination of 
the majority of the human race. A phi- 
loibphical chriftian muft maintain that, 
under the government of a perfeft Deityj 
no punijbments c^LTiXdkt place except fuch 
as are difiiplinary : but will he be able to 
fbcw us that fcripture punifliments arc 
ever fo charafterized, unlcfs when certain 
favourites are in queftion ; as when Paul 
declares, " fVe arc chajiened of the Lord 
" that we (hould not be condemned with the 
^ world?*' Tht fpirit of punijhmenf, in- 
deed, appears to be a fpirii of vengeance 
from the beginning of the Old Tcftamenl 
to die. end of the New. In the moreanr 
tient books, we read of fuch expreflions as 
ihcfc coming, from the mouth of God: "J 

*' wiU 
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*• wiU render vengeance to mine enemies — ' 
** 1 will make mine arrows drunk with- 
" blood •:" •* I will tread ihem in mine 
•' anger^ and trample them in my fury f :" 
*^ I poured out mine indignation upon 
** them, I have confumed them with the 
" fire of my wrath J." And in the later 
books we find fuch pafTages concerning 
God*s treatment of his human offspring, as 
the following: " The Lord Jcfus (hall be 
•' revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
'* angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
" on them that know not God, and that 
" obey not the gofpcl of our Lord Jcfus 
** Chrift : who (hall be punilhed with ever- 
** lading deftruftion from the prefence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power §:" ** If any man worfhip the 
** beaft and his image, and receive his mark 
'' in his forehead or in his hand, the fame 
*' fhall drink of the wine of the wrath of 

* Deuteron. ch. xxxii. f liaiah, ch. Ixlii. 
I Ezek. ch. xxii. i 2 TbeiT. ch. x. 

F 3 " God 
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God which is poured out, without mix- 
ture, into the cup of his indignation i and 
** he (hall be tormented witR fire and brim- 
^' ftone in the prefencc of the holy angels> 
" and in the prefencc of the Lamb : and 
•« the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up 
** for ever and ever *'." Now, when wc read 
fuch paffages as the abovje, delivered to us 
by jewilh and chriftian writers, we have 
ideas irrefiftibly forced upon our minds; 
ideas which ill accord with the chara&er of 
a benevolent creator conducing his intel- 
ligent creatures to virtue by means of a 
Jalutary dijcipliney but agreeing much too 
well with that of an evil daemon producing, 

* It has been objeded that there is not any 
thing in the book of Revelation /which will prore 
the doftrhie of eternal torments for human beings 
to be a fcriptural dodrine, though the book is of* 
acknowledged authority among chriilians; be- 
caufe the beaft and falfe prophet are myfleriooi 
perfonages. But however myfterious they be> the 
^orpii^fers of the bead ^re defcribed as men : the 
objedion^ therefore, is not to the purpoTe. 

and 
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and gratifying himfelf with^ the fpeflacle 
of human mifery*. 

There can be no doubt that the learned 
and very refpedable Dr. Geddes is a be- 
liever both in the jewifli and xhe chriftian 
reveladon, although he has not told us how 
much of the fcripture he conceives to have 
the unqueftionable fanftion of the Deity. 
In the general preface to his tranflation of 
the Bible, which will not appear till his 
great work is finifbed, he will explain him- 
felf more fully. In the mean dme, having 
occafion to fpeak of the extirpation of the 
Canaanites, in the preface to his fecond 
volume, he has, like a good and upright 
man, exprefled himfelf thus in a note: 
" After all that has been written, cither by 
"jews or chriftians, in defence of this fan- 

* The above citation from the Apocalypfe ii^- 
forms US, that the holy angels and the Lamb are 
admitted to the enviable privilege of partidpat- 
iog in thif bcmd fpecies of gratification. 

F 4 ** guinary 
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•* guinary mcafure, I confcfs my reafon 

^* and my rcKgion continually revolt at it: 

" and 1 cannot bring myfclf to believe that 

*' foch an order proceeded from the mouth 

** of God J perhaps not even from the 

^* mouth of Mofcs. I am rather wiHing 

" to fufpeft that it is the fabrication of 

** fome pofterior jew, tojuftify the cruel- 

•* ties of his nation. And indeed it is the 

** fliorteft way to juftify any meafure, and 

«* to obviate all troublcfome objcftions. 

" Such a deed could not be unjufl, fince 

** God authoriztd and commanded it: who 

•* will prcfume to fay that what God com- 

•^ mands is wnjuft? True; but then wc 

•* muft firft be well affurcd that he has 

" commanded s and the very appearance 

*' of injuflice in the afl, is to me a ftronger 

" proof that he did not command it, than 

«• the authority of all the jcwifli hiftorians 

•* put together. I was grieved to read in 

" a late elegant Aphfyfar the Bible folamc 

** a juftiBcation of that paflage: and am 

** tempted 
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'' tempted fometimes to think that the 
** right reverend author cnuft have felt the 
" weaknefs o( his argument, and feen the 
*' difparity of his (imile/' Such^ and {o 
libera) is the manner in which Dr. Geddes 
has expre£fed himftlf : and I own it is gra- 
tifying to me> to Bnd that what I have ad-^ 
vanced, in oppofition to the bi(hop's ar- 
gument, has fo far the concurrence of fuch 
a man *. He has likcwifc, much to his 
honour, when animadverting on the pre- 
tended divine order for extirpating the 
Amalckitcs, thrown out, ^th virtuous in- 
dignation, the following apoftrophe : " But, 
" O God of Juilice, couldlt thou, then, 
have given the fangumary injunvflion to 
dcftroy, without mercy and without ex- 
ception, a whole unofiendir^ nation, 
" men, women, and children, for a crime, 
" real or fuppofed, committed by their an- 
*' ceftors four hundred years before ? Cre- 
" dat Judaeus Apellal*' 

* See above, pp. 23, 24, 25, 26, 2/, 28. 



it 
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In the furdier profecucion of my defign, 
I (hall now bring forward, and comment 
more or lefs upon certain narratives from 
the Old Teftaments and 1 (hall do the 
fame refpeding a very important and dif- 
tinguiihed doEhrine of the New. 

I (hall next animadvert on the morality 
of the New Tcftament. 

I (ball then (hew why I think that, even 
though a part of the objectionable matter 
might be rejeded, the wboU could not, 
£on(iftently with the belief of the chriftian 
revelation. 

And, laftly, I (hall give my reafons for 
^ftimating the argument from tefiimmy as 
unfound and infu(Hcient. 



SECTION 
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SECTION I. 

Of ObfeSlionabk Stories and IDoBrine. 

Although it fliould feem that any 
exhibition of miracles, to the difturbance 
and interruption of the courfc of nature, 
muft be a proceeding unworthy of die im- 
mutable Author of nature, it may be ob- 
fcrved that, forae of thofe miraculous 
ftories related in the jewifli hiftory, ilrike 
one as peculiarly degrading to his charac- 
ter. Very ft range it is to read oi colloquial 
difcourjes paffing between that great and 
aftoniihing Being and his human crea- 
tures. Neverthelcfs we read of many fuch 
colloquies with Abraham and others. But 
what muft we think when we are told. 
Gen. ch. xx. that this fame Abraham, 
while a fojourner at a place called Gc- 
lar, bafely reprefented his wife Sarah as 

being 
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being his Jifter and not bis wife^ thus 
conniving at an adulterous commerce be- 
tween her and Abimekch the king of 
Gerar, which Abraham, it appears, ex- 
peSed to take place, though, as the itory 
fays, it did not: becaufe God came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night, and in- 
formed him that he had taken the wife 
of a man who was a prophet^ requiring 
Abimelech, therefore, to reftore the man 
his wife, otherwife (as we learn from 
this curious (lory) God fays, " Thou (hak 
" furely die; thou and all ibat h thine.*' 
We are further acquainted that God ap- 
pointed Abraham the prophet to pray for 
the king that he might live, ** So Abra- 
ham prayed unto God : and God healed 
Abimelech (yet it does not otherwife 
appear that he was fick) and his wife and 
«* his maid fervants; and they bare chil- 
** drenj for the Lord had faft clofed up all 
" the wombs of the houfe of Abimelech 
** becaufe of Sarah, Abraham's wife." — I 

fay, 



cc 

41 



Difielkf rf Revealed RgUgtM. jj • 

fay, what muft we thinic of fuch a tale as 
this occupying a place in a facred book ? 
And nocwichftandingfamiliaricy has a won- 
derful power of reconciling us to what is 
mod abhorrent to our natures^ furely a 
perfon tolerably free from prejudice, can- 
not fail to (hudder, if he will fcrioufly at- 
tend CO what is related. Gen. ch. xxii. where 
we are told that God commanded Abra- 
ham to cffer up his Jon as ajacrifice, and 
that, in obedience to God, Abraham, hav- 
ing provided wood for the fire, and a 
knife, was juft proceeding to embrue bis 
bands in bis Jbn*s bloody when he was pre- 
vented by an angel. That an aft in itfclf 
fo wicked, for which to be prepared and 
ivr ought up, it was requifite for a man to 
do fuch horrid and unnatural violence to 
bimfeif^ that fuch an a£i Ihould be deemed 
acceptable to a juft and benevolent Deity, 
is a fad proof how miferably the human 
niind may be perverted. This inftance, 
however^ of Abraham's obedience is re- 

pceientod . 
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prefctitcd by the hiftorian as fb meritori- 
ous* as to have obtained the dinne bleif* 
ing folemnly pronounced, and even fworn, 
by God himfclfi and a declaration that, in 
Abraham's feed all the nations of the earth 
Ihould be bleflcd. And truly it has been 
very generally believed that, in this deck- 
ration, Chrift was foretold, and the gofpcl 
preached to Abraham: for which belief^ 
it muft be owned, there is what is called 
apollolical authority. And by the unthink- 

* It cannot be denied tbat^ if Ifaac had beeo 
taken from bis father by a natural death, Abraham 
would have had an equal opportnnity of difplaj- 
ing hisJaM and fkms refignation, as in the cafe re* 
lated. His peculiar merit then, mull coniid in his 
doing, or being ready to do, an ad of horrid and 
unnatural wickednefs at the command of God. 
One may add a remark which prefents itfelf on 
this occafion, viz. That the trial feems to have been 
intended not fo much for Abraham's imprt/uement 
and benefit as for the information of the Omnifcleot , 
Being, who is made to fay, by the mouth of the 
angel, ** Now, I know that thou fearefl God: fee- 
^' ing thou haft not witheld thy fon, thine only 
♦*fofi,froiamc." 
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ing mofiy, that authority will be efteemed 
quite fufficicnt to JanHify the above fup- 
pofed tranfafkion: while the difciples of 
rcafon and of nature, will never ceafe to 
execrate the impious fable as worfe even 
than the former ftory. 

In the book of Exodus, ch. xxxii. we 
have the hiftory of the golden calfi which 
Aaron made at the requeft of the Ifracl- 
ires, and which they worlhipped. Where- 
fore we are told, " The Lord faid unto 
*' Mofes, I have feen this people, and be- 
*' hold it is a ftifF necked people. Now, 
*' therefore, let me alone, that my wrath 
^' may wax hot againft them, and that I 

i 

^ itiay confumc them: and I will make of 
*• thee a great nation." The hiftory then 
acquaints us that '^ Mofes befought the 
*' Lord his God, and faid. Lord, why doth 
^ thy wrath wax hot againft thy people, 
•• which thou haft brought out of the landof 
<«.Egypt?" &c. wherefore flbould the Egyp- 
• 6 ^* tUas 
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^ tians {peak and fay. For mifchief did he 
** bring them out, to flay them on the 
** mountains, and to confume them from 
** ihc face of the earth ? Turn from thy 
fierce wrath, and repent of this evil 
againft thy people. Remember Abra- 
*' ham, Ifaac, and Ifrael, thy fervants, to 
** whom thou fwareft by thine own fclf, 
" and faidft unto them, I will multiply your 
'* feed as the ftars of heaven, and all this 
*' land that I have fpoken of will I give 
^^ unto your feed, and they ihall inherit it 
^' for ever. And the Lord repented him 
** of the evil which he thought to do unto 
*' hisj)eQple/' A very extraordinary re- 
prefentation this of the true God ! and, . 
when the reader has confidered it well, he 
will decide whether it is more fuitable to 
his character, or to the charafter ofa frail, 
•irritable, vain-glorious mortal. The im- 
mutable Deity is here reprefented as liabk 
to depart from his purpofei and, when in 
>gtcac danger, from provocation, of break*, 

ing 



ii^ his promife^ though bound by his oath 
to perform it> as being induced to repent rf 
bis rajhnejs hy the fear of reproach. 

Dr. Geddes fays, in the preface to vol. i. 
of his Tranflation, p. i ly " Indeed the 
" whole tenor of the Pent^euch convinces 
" me that the more ancient Hebrews were 
^ real anthropomorphites: and to this 
•' alone, I think, we are to afcribc all 
" thofe expreffions concerning the Deity 
" that fccm ta degrade the Deity/' In 
this opinion I perfeftly coincide with him>, 
excepting that I muft contend for its 
being a red^ and not merely zjeeming de- 
gradation. But if there were a revelatioa 
made to thcfc Hebrews, in order to give 
them the knowledge of the one true God^ 
we certainly fhould not expedt to find them 
anthropomorphites. 

Anorfierfpecimen of whatis fo extremdy 
ofienfive in any work claiming to have th& 

G fandioa 
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ianftion of Heaven, (hall be produced, 
not from the books of Mofes, but the lil 
book of Samuel, ch. i. It is thr account 
of the birth of Samuel, one of the moft 
diftinguifhed perfonages in the Jewifh hif- 
tory. The account fays that a man named 
Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Pe- 
ninna: the latter of whom brought him 
children, while the firft was barren, though 
(he feems to have been the moft favoured. 
Between thefe two women there was much 
uneafinefs, for we are told that Hannah's 
*' adverfary provoked her fore for to make 
" her /ret, becaufe the Lord had (hut 
"up her wombi" wherefore, it is added, 
'* (he was in bitternefs of foul, and prayed 
" unto the Lord, and wept fore; and (he 
" vowed a vow and faid, O Lord of hofts, 
" if thou wilt indeed look on the affiiflion 
" of thine handmaid, and remember me, 
" and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 
<' give unto thine handmaid a man-cbUdf 
" then will I give him unto the Lord all the 
" days of his life," &c. In the fequel we arc 

informed 
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informed that her prayer was granted, that 
ifae bare a foDj and called his name Samuel. 

It muft be acknowledged there is in 
this little tate a number of circumftances 
unneceflary to be particularized by me, 
which would render it very interefting if 
it rcfpefted not Almighty God, and only 
concerned fome imagined local deity with 
human paflions. But can any ferious be- 
liever in the all- wife Creator and Governor 
of the world hear, with patience, of his 
interfering, by a miracle, to redrefs a-griev- 
ance arifing from a difpute between Elka- 
Bah*s two wives ? I do not mean to be ludi- 
crous, though fome perfons might take the 
cccafion. I am in very ferious earneft, as 
1 mean to be in all that I (hall further ad- 
vance. 

It is not my intention to notice every 
think offenfive to religion, which is found 
in the Old Teftament. I think it necef- 

G 2 fary. 
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fary, however, to bring forward certain 
matters related of the prophets Ifaiah, Eze- 
kiel> and Hofea. 

In the xxth ch. of Ifaiah we read, " The 
" Lord fpake by Ifaiah, the fon of Anioz^ 
*' faying. Go, and looje the Jcckclotb from off 
•' iby loins^ and put off thy ftioe from thy 
*• foot : and he did fo, walking naked and 
** bare -foot. And the Lord faid, like as 
*' my fervant Ifaiah hath walked naked and 
•* bare -foot, three years, for a ftgn and 
*' wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia : 
" fo (hall the king of Affyria lead away the 
" Egyptians prifoners, and the Ethiopians 
" capdves, young and old, naked and bare- 
*' foot, even with their buttocks uncovered'*' 

In the ivth ch. of Ezekicl, we read that 
he was commanded by God to make a 
reprefentation, on a tile of Jerufalcm bc- 
fieged: — that he was then commanded to 
lie firft on his left fide, during three hun- • 

drcd 
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dred and ninety days, and bear the iniquity 
of the houfe of Ifrael, and afterward to lie 
on his right fide during forty days, and bear 
the iniquity of the houfe of Judah: — that 
he was further commanded to make a cer- 
tain kind of bread, of which he was to eat 
while he lay on his fide three hundred and 
ninety days: — and that he was likewife 
ccommandcd to bake this bread in the fight 
of his countrymen, with human dung*. 
And the Lord faid, (as we are told) "Even 
'* thus (hall the children of Ifrael cat their 
** defiled bread among the Gentiles whi- 
*^ thcr I will drive them/' We arc, how- 
ever, informed that, on his rcmonftrating, 
jthe prophet was permitted to ufe cow's 
dung as a fubftitute. 

What I ftiaJl produce rcfpefting the 
prophet Hofea, occurs in the firft and third 

* If the reader fhould be diiguftcd, he may veiy 
well fuppofe. that J, too, am fo. Neverthelefs, if 
he will take the trouble to confult his Bible, he 
will perceive that I am guilty of no cKa^^waXxat^, 

G 3 c\\?c^\.^^ 
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chapters of the book which bears his name- 
He is there faid to have received an order 
from God as thus: '* Go, take unto thee 
'^ a wife of whoredoms and children of 
** whoredoms : for the land hath com- 
** mittcd great whoredom, departing from 
" the Lord.** It is added, " So he went and 
*^ took Gomcr, the daughter of DibUim 
[fuppofed a common proftitute] •* which 
conceived and bare him a fon," and as the 
narrative further tells us, fhe afterwards 
bare him two others. In the third chap- 
ter he fpeaks ofhimfelf in the firft perfon. 
" Then faid the Lord unto me. Go yer, 
" love a woman beloved of her friend, yet 
^ an adultcrefs, according to the love of 
" the Lord toward the children of Ifrael," 
&c. " So I bought her unto me for 
" fifteen pieces of filver, and for an homer 
*' of barley, and an half homer of* barley. 
** And I faid unto her. Thou (halt abide 
" for me many days, thou (halt not plajr 
" the harlot, and thou Ibalt not be for ano- 

^* thcr 
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'^ thcr man, fo will I alfo be for thcc.** 
But he has not acquainted us that he had 
any children by this adulterefs. 

Now, though there are many whole 
faith cannot be daggered by any indiancy 
or abjurdityj however grofs> or wickednefs^ 
however flagrant, which may appear to 
have the countenance of their religion, 
imagining that thereby fuch enormities 
are confccrated, and their very nature 
changed; there are yet fome who are in- 
capable of doing fuch violence to their 
re afon. Of this number was the late Mr. 
Farmer, a learned and ingenious man. Ac- 
cording to this gentleman, many learned 
writers have attempted to (hew that Ho- 
fca's marrying Gomer, and taking to him 
children of whoredom — that Jeremiah's 
putting a linen girdle upon his loins, going 
to the Euphrates, and hiding it in a hqle 
cff a rock — that thcfc, and many other ac- 
4ioQS afcribed to the ancient prophets, 

G 4 were 
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were- only iimgmo ^n^ Jcesnkal^ and that 
narratives of this kind are to be underfteod 
as a hiftory pnly ofpropbetic vifionSyXhoM^ 
it be not fqfitively Jaid that the things re- 
nted were no where performed but upon 
rf^e ftage of fancy. And Mr, Farmer, for 
himfclf,. declares, ** We may well allow 
that all thcfe things, or mod of them^ 
were tranfafted only in vifion; not 
merely becaufe we hereby avoid the in- 
conveniences attending the literal in- 
terpretation; but alfo becaufe the lively 
*' reprefentation of thcfe things in vilioa 
conveyed the fame inftruAion, and an- 
fwered every purpofe, as well as the real 
^* performance coidd have done V Not- 
withftanding this bold aflertionj 4t mud be 
evident, to a perfon of the commoneft un-* 
derftandingt that what thtis pafled> :unobr 
fcrvedby any but himfelCin the proplict's- 

* See an Enquiry into the Nature and Beijgn 
of Chrift's Temptation in the Wildcrnefs, p. 34, 
Nx>te. 

own 
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«>wn imagination> could 00c convey in- 
ftrudlion to other men> which wc karn, 
irocB the account of feveral of thefe fup* 
pofird tranfadions, was their objed* Eze- 
kicl, we are told, was ordered to bake hig 
bread in tbijigbt of his countrymen ; Ifaiah 
to walk naked and bare- foot for a ^gn 
and a wonder -^ and I think, though it i$ 
Dot expretiJy fo affirmed, we are given to 
tinderftand that what is faid to have been 
<lone by Hofea was meant for 2ifign and a 
nvmder too. Yet, 2&figns and wonders^ it 
is certain that thefe fuppofed tranfaftions 
could not anfwer their end, unlefs they 
were not vifionary matters, but matters of 
fadt, and matters alfo of public notoriety. I 
fhall not difpute the convenience of this 
mode of interpretation, which feems to* 
have been the grand reafen for adopting - 
it*. 

Such arc fome of the unworthy, and I 
fcruple not to ftyle them impious, rcprc- 

* See Appendix, No. 1 . 
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fentations of the Deity found in the Old 
TeJIament. But it has been aflerted that> 
nothing can be more engaging^ or more 
confident with true philofophy, than the 
amiable reprclentations of the Supreme, 
which the New Tcftament affords; where 
he is continually defcibed as a Father:— 
wbo/e dejigtii tberefore^ muji be to make bis^ 
cbildreiiy i. -e. all bis creatures, bappy. 

Now I am very willing to admit that 
true philofophy would indeed lead us to 
conceive of God as the UNIVERSAL 
PARENT : but I am perfuadcd that this 
idea never found its way into the mind of 
Jefus Chrift, or the minds of his apoftlcs. 
The term Father, as ufed by them, ieems 
to denote the relation fubfifting, or ima* 
^ned to fubfift, between the Deity and the 
Cbriftian brotberboody "the houfehold of 
*' faith,'* with Jefus Chrift at the head of 
it. This appears from the account given 
by Chrift and his apoftlesof the/^«r^ cm-* 

dition 
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Ji^m to which the great ma)oriry of the 
human race is deftinedi which is afttUeiff 
trnjery without end. 

« 

That Chrifl: meant his hearers (hould 
thus conceive of the future condition of 
wicked men, whom he always dcfcribes as 
the great majority, there feems no room to 
doubt when we read his reiterated declara- 
tions concerning the fire that never Jhall 
ie quencbedi and the worm that dieth not. 
The language is utterly improper, and 
what he could not have ufed, if he intend- 
ed to be underftood as holding out the pu- 
nifhment of annihilation, or complete dejlruc- 
Hon. In that cafe, the appropriate terms 
would have been a confuming fire and a de- 
vouring worm. The language, moreover, 
employed by Chrift, correfponds perfeflly 
with the apocalyptical account of a lake of 
ftre where men are to be tormented, and 
where the fmoke of their torment is faid to 

afcend for ever and ever. 

But 



gi ^An Jpologyfir ibi 

But certsdn philofophical chriftitns be- 
ing (hocked^ as weU they may be« ^ fuch 
a dofbrine, affirm that there are no words 
of Chrift which cxprefs, i. e tsi^vtkUteraUy^ 
the idea of eternal torments. The writings 
of the New Tcftamcnt, it is true, are re- 
markable fo T figurative exprc ffions* How- 
ever, the fenfe of any writer may be clear 
and determinate, when the exprellion is 
figurative. If one (hould fay, " The fleet 
'^ failed from the mouth of the river j or^ 
" The cottage ftands at the foot of the 
" mountain:" I cannot believe any man 
would contend that the words xompofing 
cither of thofe fcntences donotxonvey a 
meaning dear and determinate. It feems 
evident to me, therefore, that a dodrine 
may be clearly taught in a book where it 
is never once expreflcd literally. And. 
therefore, when Jcfus ,jphrifl: addrefled his 
hearers in the terms above quoted, it ap- 
pears to me that he taught, though not lir 
terally, the do&nnt of eternal torments, this 
-bpwg the genuine import of his words, 

6 \c 
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It is tetraordinary that thofe philofophi- 
cal chriftians, who fay they derive their 
belief of a future ftate of virtuous happi- 
fiefs for all human beings from the gofpel 
of Jpefus Chriftj (hould yet find themfelves 
compelled to acknowledge (as I believe 
moft of them do acknowledge) that Jefus 
Chrift himfelf, and his apoftles, with the 
exception of Paul, expcftcd the ultimate 
deftrtiElion of the wicked, like chaff and 
tares caft into an unquenchable fire, or a 
carcafe expofed to an immortal worm,, 
which, muft in time be totally confumed.. 
But if Chrift and his apoftles expedted,. 
and taught, that the Deity intended to- 
confign the great majority of the human-. 
race to a mifcrable esiftence firft, and then 
to ultimate deftrudion, they unqueftiona- 
bly never drew the philofophical inference- 
from the paternal cbara£ier of the Deity— » 
that it muft be his defign to make hii3 
children (viz. all his creatures) happy* 
With their views, fo to reafon was impof- 
fible. And further we may remark. 
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SECTION 11. 

Of the Morality of the New TefiamenP. 

I SHALL now proceed to coflfidet- the 
morality of the New Teftament, which by 
the late Mr. Soanie Jenyns was deemed 
to poffcfs fiich peculiar excellence a^ alone 
to furntlh proof of the truth of the chris- 
tian revelation. This he has endeavoured 
to fliew in his book on the Internal Evi- 
dence. The account of evangelical mo- 
rality there given by that very elegant and 
ingenious writer has been highly com- 
mended by a living author of great repu- 
tation^ Archdeacon Paleyj though he i& 
of opinion that the proper argument for 
chriftianity, as a revelation, reds upon 
other ground. The archdeacon, more- 
over, thus fpeaks on the fubjc6l for himfcl£ 

*^ The truth is> there arc two oppofite 

** dcfcrip- 
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** defcripcions of charafter under which 
** mankind may generally be pkced. The 
*' one pofieflcs vigour, firmnefe, rcfolu- 
*' don, is daring and aftive, quick in its 
'< fenfibilicies, jealous of its fame, eager in 
" its attachments, inflexible in its purpoie, 
'^ violent in its rcfentments. 

" The other meek, yielding, comply- 
*' ing, forgiving: not prompt to aft, but 
*' willing to fuffer, (ilent and gende under 
^^ rudenefs and infult, fuing for reconcilia* 
** don where others would demand fatisfac- 
^* tion, giving way to the pu(he3 of impu^ 
'^ dence, conceding and indulgent to the 
^^ prejudices, the wrongheadednefs, the in- 
<^ cra^bility of thofe with whom it has 
" to deal, 

<^ The former of thele charaders isj and 

^* ever hath been, the favourite of the 

*^ world. It is the charafter. of great men. 

^' There is a Jignity innt which univerfidljf 

** commands refpeft. 

H *^TVv^ 
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'* The latter is por-Jpirited^ tame and 
*' aljeEl. Yet fo it hath happened that, 
" with the founder of chriftianity, this' 
•* latter is the fubjeft of his commenda- 
** tion, his precepts, his example \ and that 
'* the former is fo in no part of its compo- 
** fition. This, and nothing elfe, is the cha- 
rafter defigned in the following remark- 
able pafTages : Refifi not evil, but who* 
*^Joever Jhalljmite thee on the right cheeky 
•* turn to him the other alfo\ and if any man 
^ willfue thee at the law, and take away 
** thy coat^ let him have thy cloke alfo \ and 
^* whofoever fhall compel thee to go a mile^ go 
•• with him twain: love your enemies \ blefs 
^' them that curfeyou\ do good to them that 
" hate you 5 andp'ayfor them which defpite- 
** fully ufe youy and perfecute you. This, 
*' certainly, is not common-place moraUty. 
^Mt is very original. It fhews at leaft 
** (and it is for this purpofe we produce 
^< it) that no two things can be more dif- 
^' ferent than the heroic and the Chriftian 
« charaftcr/'. 

* " Now 
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** Now the author to whom I refer 
" [Mr, Jcnyns] has not only remarked 
" this difference more ftrongly than any 
" preceding writer, but has proved in con- 
tradi6lion to firfl impreflions^ to popular 
opinion, to the encomiums of orators 
** and poets, and even to the (bffrages 
" of hiftorians and moralifts, that the latter 
" pofTefTes the moft of true worth, as being 
** moft difficult either to be acquired or 
^* fuftained, and as contributing moft to 
" the happinefs of focial life */' Mr. 
Paley then gives the ftate of Mr. Jenyns*s 
argument. But, not to extend the quota- 
tion, let us admit that the latter ci thefe 
charafters is demonftrated to be the pre- 
ferable one, Neverthelels, may it not 
ftill be, in point of moral excellence, very 
Inferior to what we can conceive ? And may 
wc not, very naturally, inquire further, 

♦ Sec Paley'8 View of the Evidences of Chrif- 
tianity, vol. ii. pp, 101, 102, 103, 104. 

H2 Whether 
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Whether it be not poffible to rcfift and 
oppofe the unjuft treatment of wicked 
men> without being aduaced by a fpirit of 
revenge ? 

Whether the oppofing injuftice, with 
firmnels and temper, be not the beft way 
to check it? 

Whether non-refiftance of ill-treatment 
be not the ready way to imjite it*? 

* The Quakers Teem to have been the only con- 
fiftcnt chriftians in regard to the dodrine of non- 
refinance: all other chriiiians having not only 
prattifed in dired oppoiition to their Ma(ler*s pre- 
cepts, but having, likewife, cootnmacioufly deiend- 
ed their pradice. On this occalion, I cannot avoid 
recoUe^ng the ridicule upon the condud of the 
Friends, wbich Ix)rd Lyttelton, the great cham- 
pion of chridianity, has put into the moiith of 
Cortezy the conqueror of Mexico, id kis dialogue 
with William Penn. And, I doubt not, his lord- 
ihip copfidered Cortex*s retort not merely as Da« 
tural for him to ufe, but as jufi in itJfelf.-r-Sec 
Dialognea of the Dead. 

Whether 
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Whether the happlnefs of focial life be 
not better promoted by properly checking 
Dnjuft men^ than by inviting and encourage- 
ing them to a6b of injuftice i 

Whether the precepts enjoining the non- 
tefiftance of evil, the complying with un- 
juft requirements, even beyond .what is 
required, the giving more of one's pro- 
perty to him who would wrongfully take 
away a part (i, e. literally giving a reward 
for a robbery) do not enjoin a falje and 
mnfiimd fpecies of morality ? And, laftly. 

Whether it be rcafonable to expeft that 

Jucb morality ftiould proceed from a 

teacher of morals, immediately fent from 

God, and by him fpecially appointed to 

that pffice ? 

In a fermon of Tillotfon's, on the obli- 
gations of chriftians to a holy life, he ufes 
this language, " When thou art about to 
** dehafe thyfclf — remember thou art a 

n 3 *^ eVu^x'^.^r 
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*^ chriftian/' So fpeaks the archbifliop $ 
and he is, by no means, (ingular. But the 
exhortation does not accord very happily 
with the archdeacon's dcfcription of the 
chriftian chara6Ver, as being a poor-fpirited 
thing, tame and abjeSl j a chara&er, how- 
ever, which he affirms that Chrift himfcif 
exemplified. This, it muft be owned, is 
extraordinary, as coming from a friend to 
chriftianity, and a chriftian advocate. 
What other chriftians think of it, I know 
not. Yet it is certainly a qucftion which 
they will do well to confider attentively. 
Whether Mr. Paley be authorized, by the 
paflagcs he has cited, to apply, as he has, 
the above-mentioned revolting epithets? 
Whatever may be their determination on 
this point, it muft be evident, I think, to 
any perfon who will exercife his judgment 
freely, as on other occafions, that the mo- 
rality of the New Teflament is, at leaft, 
ImperfeSt and defeSive. But I will venture 
to go further and to affirm> that the doc- 
trine 
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trine exhibited in that book^ as delivered 
by Cbrift bimfelf/b^ in fome inftances, 
highly cenfiumble for its immorality. In 
proof of this charge^ I appeal to two para- 
bles recorded in Matthew's hiilory. In 
the firft of thcfc * we are told of a king 
-who had a fervant that ftood indebted to 
hioi in the amount of ten thoufand talents. 
" But for as much (fays the ftory) as he 
'^ had not to pay, his lord commanded 
" him to he/old, and his wife and chil- 
^^ dren, and all that he had, and payment 
" to be made." However, upon the debt- 
or's fupplicadon, we are informed that his 
lord forgave him. This fervant, neverthe- 
lefe, rcfufingto (hew like mercy to a fellow- 
fervant who owed him a hundred talents, 
it is faid, ** his lord was wroth, and deli- 
" vered him to the tormentors till he fhould 
*' pay all that was due unto him/* It is 
obfervable, we are not told that the wife 
and children of this fervant were delivered 

* See xviiith chapter. 

H 4 t.ci 
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to the tormentors^ though in the firft in- 
fiance they were ordet^ed to be fold. Buti 
pafTing over this matter, I would requeft 
ferious and honeft men to declare, whe- 
ther they, in their confciences, cfteem it a 
right, or a wrong procedure, to termini a 
perfon for the non-payment of what, it b 
confefled, he cannot pay ? And then. Whe- 
ther they can fee any juftice in punifhing a 
man for the non*payn>ent of a debt which 
has been cancelled? What is mofl dcferv- 
ing of notice in the flory is, this unrighte- 
ous king is propofed as the refrefentative 
of the Deity. 

In the other parable* we have prefcnted 
to us a houfeholder who is faid to have 
hired labourers to work in his vineyard, 
and to have agreed to pay the fame fum to 
all, notwithflanding feveral of them were 
hired at a very late hour. When the even- 
ing arrived, we are told, " The lord of the 

* Matt, xxth chapter. 

" vineyard 
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^' vineyard (aid unto his ftewardj Call the 
^ labourers and give them their hire, be- 
^'ginning from the laft unto the firft," 
But they who had laboured the whole day 
murmured, upon feeing thofe who had 
laboured one hour only paid equally with 
chemfelves. Upon which, the lord of the 

vineyard is reprcfented as addreffing one 
of the murmurers in the following terms: 
** Friend, I do thee no wrong: didft thou 
** not agree with me for a penny ? Take 
** that thine is, and go thy way: I will 
** give unto this laft even as unto thee, 
" Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
" with my own? Is thine eye evil becaufe 
" I am goodf^* Now, though it fhould be 
granted that there was no breach of jufticc 
in paying xhtfatnefum to the labourers of 
one hour and to thofe who had '' borne 
" the burthen and heat of the day *," yet 

the 

* I do not know that any learned theologian has 
ever attempted to reconcile the dodrine taught 

here 
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the making fuch a diftin£tion in the pn- 
Jence of thofc who had dearly earned their 
hire, will fcarcely fail to receive the blame 
due CO an invidious a£i from every good 
mind which dans to have an opinion* 
But the thing which is mod ftriking, and 
peculiarly objeftionable, isj the general 
maxim implied in the queftion, " May I 
** not do what I will with wy own?** From 
the mouth of a defpot, one would not won- 
der to hear this language; it might fuit 
well enough the charadter of an avaricious 
churl> or a riotous libertine; but furely 
it is not what we fhould exped a good 
man to utter; notwithftanding the peSfoa 
to whom it is attributed calls himfelf fo. 
It isjhowever;^ mod extraordinary that this 

here with the dodriDe that men (hall be rewarded 
according to their ivorh. Neither do I remember 
tb have met with any one who undertook to (hew 
how well the condud afcribed to the lord of tho 
vineyard fqa^i^d with that excellent precept, 
** Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do unto 
«' you, do ye even fo unto them." 

pcrfon 
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perfon fliould, like the king in the pre* 
ceding ftoryi be made to reprefent the 
A^b$riif all good. 

But, as the moral capacity of man is 
derived from his intelleft^ and as the high'- 
^ fpecies of moral merit cannot exift 
without much inteileflual improvement, 
it is neceilary^ in eftimating the morality 
of the New Tcftamcnt, to confider what 
afpefk the dodrines of that book have 
upon intelledbual culture. . And, I think^ 
it will fcarcely be affirmed that what we 
call a liberal curiofity or defire of know- 
ledge ever received much encouragement 
either from Chrift or his apoftles. The 
genius, indeed, of chriftianity ieems 
quite unfriendly to the purfuits of 
fcience and philofophy, — Chriftians are 
told that One Thing is needful, — that 
they are pilgrims and Grangers on earth, 
and fhould leek a better country; and 
they arc exhorted to fet their affe£tions on 
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things above, not on eartMy things* What 
Mr. Jenyns fays of this detachment fr^m tbt 
world well deferves notice. He defcribes 
it as " a moral virtue conftituted by this 
** religion [chriftianity] alone: fo new 
** that, even at this day, few of its profcf' 
** fors can be perfuadcd that it is required, 
*' or that it is any virtue at all*." True 
k is, that he feems &) haice thought it 
needed ibme explanation: and fome per- 
fons may imagine he has pretty well ex- 
plained it away. To me it appears that, 
where this new virtue has takm faft hold^ 
the mind has generally been dilqualified 
for fcientific purfuits, and for any other 
than imagined heavenly ones : and, upon 
the other hand, I believe, on inquiry, it 
will be found that, where chriftians have 
attained great eminence as philofophers, 
they have fet their afieftions both on fci- 
cnce itfelf and on ihztdtftinguijh^ JituoHm 

* See Jeoyns's View of the Internal £ndeDce« to. 
p. 8^. 

which 
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which they have occupied among their 
fellow men. " They have received ho- 
^ oour one from another^ and fought not 
<' the honour which comedi from God 
•* only/' 

That Chrift himfelf was no friend to 
philofophical inveftigation is evident from 
the manner in which he delivered his in* 
ftruftions. He feldom, if ever» fpoke but 
in the tone of authority, and required his 
JaytHgs to be received implicitly, on pain 
of incurring the difpleafure and even the 
condemnation of the Almighty. And 
Paul, though an argumentative writer, and 
by fbme complimented with the title of 
philofopher^ fo £u- from recommending^ 
has expreisly cautioned thofe to whom he 
wrote againfi; the mifchievous tendency of 
philofophy. It is alleged, indeed, that 
Paul, by the term^ intended to dcGgnate 
the dodrine of the Gnoftic3* If ib, he is 
cenfurable for great inaccuracy^ not to fay 

injufticcj 
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injuftice> In giving exclufively the name 
of philofophy to what he edjpemed falfe 
and mifchievous^ while (as it is fuppofed 
by thefe his advocates) he was acquamted 
with a better philofophy, the advantages 
of which he withheld from thole for whofe 
inftrudion he was writing. In my opi- 
nion, the praife of philofophical inveftiga- 
tion was not due to him for any thing of 
his which I have feeni and I do not con- 
ceive that he either was, or pretended to 
be, a philofbpher. h. philofopher inquires 
concerning truth and good\ likewife con- 
cerning the nature ofman^ and what it is 
which confHtutes his perfection and happi- 
nefs: And where any religion whatlbever 
is in queftion, he inquires whether it bears 
the marks of trtitb and good, and how it b 
calculated to influence the mind. More* 
over he is very cautious in his inquiry^ left 
he (hould be fubje<5ted to impofition^ al* 
ways demanding what (hall appear to him 
juft and fatisfa£tory evidence. » 

Now 
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Now to me, it feems as if it had beeil 
the objcfl: of Paul to reprobate fucb inqui- 
ries, and to brand then), as highly ofien- 
five to the Deity. " It is written, (faith 
he to the Corinthians, Epif. i. chap, i.) 
** I will dcftroy the wifdom of the wife, 
'* and will bring to nothing the underftand- 
" of the prudent. Where is the wife ? 
" Where is the fcribe ? Where is the dif- 
•* puter of this world ? Hath not God 
" naade foolilh the wifdom of this world?'* 
—'and adds much more in the fame drain. 

Upon the whole, it is fufEciently evi- 
dent that the morality of the New Tefta- 
ment* defedtive as it is, and in certain in- 
(lances pernicious, is not of divine origin; 
and it is equally plain that, the detachment 
from the world, the fubmiCGve acquiefcence 
and implicit faith required by it$ firft: 
teachers, are hoftile to intelledual im- 
provement. I ftrongly fufped, indeed, 
that fome advocates for chriftianity are 

not 
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not perfeftJy aware " what Ipirit they arc 
** of." It is. not a Chriftian Ipirit. In 
fomc refpcdls, perhaps, it is better. 

SECTION III. 

Of Qbjcoiionabk Matter itifeparabU from tbt 

Chrifiian Faitb. 

While the generality of chriftians have 
believed, or afFefted to believe, that the 
canonical books of fcripturc were written 
by men divinely infpired for that purpofe, 
certain fpeculative and philofophical pcr- 
Ibns admitting the truth both of the old 
Revelation and the new, have neverthelefs 
thought the greateft part of fcripturc to 
have been written without infpiration, bc- 
caufe it was unneceflary s and they have 
likewife thought many things contained in 
the fcriptural books to be, on feveral ac- 
counts, highly objeftionable. Some of 
I thcfc 
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thcfc matters they have explained away, 
and others they have rejeftcd* 

I do not mean to aflcrt, that a man may 
not rejedt much fcriptural matter (and 
much there is) which muft be extremely 
ofFcnIive to a religious perfon who has not 
renounced his underftanding, and flHl be a 
confident believer in both Revelations; 
but, in my apprehenfion, there are fomc 
things of this kind which are infcparable 
from the proper chriftian faith. And as 
that which cannot be well difputed, I (hall 
mention the doftrine of Chrift himfelf re- 
corded by the evangclifts^ 

I know there are fome chriffians who 
contend for iht fallibility of their Mafter: 
but I doubt much whether he would have 
admitted fijch men as his difciples \i^ when 
he was living, he had met with any fuch 
candidates for difcipleihip. Should the 
reader think othcrwife, let him carefully 

I attend 
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attend to the charaftcr affumcd by Jefuf 
Chrift, and the; fly Ic in which he delivered 
himfclf. From the latter, perhaps, his 
pretenfions may be more certainly learned 
than from the expreffions which, when 
fpeaking of himfelf^ he has chofcn to adopt. 
Though he fometlmes, indeed very rarely^ 
condefcends to reafon with his audience, 
the general (train of his Icftures is a drain 
of high authority.- This is their charac- 
teriftic diitinftion. Again and again the 
remarkable phrafcology occurs " Verily, 
^ verily //ijKunto you, &c." Confidering 
this in conneftion with fuch paflages as the 
following, in which he announces himfclf,^ 
w€ can neither be much at a lofs concern- 
ing his lofty pretenfions, nor how he would 
have borne to hear them queftioned* 
Thefe, we are told, are his expreffionsr 
*' He whom God hath fent fpeakcth the 
«' words of God: for God givcth not the 
^' fpirit by meafure to him *." " He that 

• John, ad chapter, 34th vcrfe. 

" loveth 
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** loveth me not kccpeth not tny/ayings: 
^' and the word which you hear is not 
** mhtCy but the Father's who fcnt me*.** 
** Verily, verily I fay unto you, the Son 
^' can do nothing of himfelf but what he 
" feeth the Father do: for what things 
" focver he doth, thefe alfo doth the Son 
*' likcwifc. For the Father loveth the Son, 
" 2ind Jhewetb him all things which himfelf 
" doth, &c. t" " Of that day and that 
" hour knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
** gels which are in heaven, neither the Sort, 
•* but the Father J/' " All things are 
" delivered unto me of my Father i and no 
*' man knoweth the Son but the Father : 
" neither knoweth any man the Father 
'* favc the Son, and he to whomfoever 
** the Son win reveal him §/'^ This is 

^ John, 14th chap. 24th verfe. f John, 5th chap. 

% Mark, 13th chapter. This, iadeed, does ncit 
agree very well with the preceding quotation : but 
that is not my affair. 

§ Matthew, llth chapter, 

I 1 certalul^ 
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certainly very extraordinary language^and 
fuoh asi I believe, never fell froni. the lip» 
of an^ other human being* 

Now the grand dodbine, in the cftima- 
tion of philofophical chriftians, which this 
Angular Teacher delivered, is the doftrine 
of a future life of bappme/i for good, and 
mijery for bad men. But if they believe 
this dodlrine upon the authority of Chrifty. 
it appears to me they muft, if confident, 
believe, likcwife, upon the fame authority, 
that the bad men (who, we are told by the 
fame authority, compofe the great niafs of 
mankind) are to be configned to durable 
and finals if not to everlafting roifcry *} 
which, confequendy, muft have been the 
fate always intended for them by their 

-^ This is confcffed to be the do6trine of Otrifi 
by fome chriflians who difcover, or think they dif- 
cover, in the writings of Paul, the doctrine of ulti- 
mate virtuous happinefs for all men.'^te pp. ^ 
and 94. 

Maker, 
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Maker, intended even in the moment df 
their creation. 

The above is adduced as a ftriking in- 
■ftance of objeftionable matter infeparablc 
-from the belief of a confident chriftian ; 
though, in my own opinion, it is very far 
rfrom being the only inftance, and it is 
poffible that, in this refpedt, the reader may 
think with me. 

SECTION IV. 

Of the Infufficiency of the Argument from 

Teflimonjf. 

The argument in proof of the chriftian 
ilevclation derived from teftimopy is 
cfteemed the principal argument, and, by 
very refpeftable men, confidered as irre- 
fragable. I apprehend it will be fairly 
ftated thus : 

Becaufe the Brft chriftlans profefled their 

<:onfidcnt belief in the truth of the chrif- 

1 3 XNasv 
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tian miracles, and becaufi;, under the influ- 
ence of that belief, they adlcd and fufFered 
and even facrificed their lives — it is infer- 
red that therefore the chriftian miracles 
were real ; and from their reality the truth 
of the chriftian revelation is inferred. 

In oppofition to this may be put the ig- 
norance of the age^ relative to the fubjcft 
under confidcration, and particularly of 
iht people in the firft place concerned. To 
the jews, a miracle feems to have been 
nothing very extraordinary: and, with the 
more enlightened part of mankind, prodi- 
gies feem not at all to have been inadmif- 
fible. The philofophical and fcrutinizing 
Ipirit of modern times did not exift. And 
when it has been faid, with triumph, that 
Julian, (who, indeed, lived fome centuries 
after Chrift) although the accomplilhed 
and the determined enemy of chriftianity, 
did not deny the reality of the chriftian 
miracles, it feems to have been forgotten 

that. 
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thati ^ith all his accompliQiments and 
great abilities^ Julian was remarkable as a 
believer in prodigies and miracles. 

Further, -whereas it has been aflerted 
that, on fuppofition the chriftian miracles 
•were not real, the ftate of mind and con- 
du6t of the firft chriftians had no adequate 
natural caufc, and therefore were greater 
miracles than any mentioned in the New 
Teftament :— now they muft, indeed, be 

admitted to have been miracles 'if the aflcr- 
tion be true: but that cannot be admitted, 
fince it does not follow that there was no 
adequate natural caufe, becaufe we are un- 
able to difcovcr any. A fincere and cor- 
dial belUfy in whatever way generated, was 
■quite fufficient to produce the conduft of 
the persons in queftion. How far weak, 
and ignorant, and fuperflidous men, who 
arc yet honeft and upright, may be impojed 
0ti I will not undertake to fay : but it muft 
be granted that fuch men are liable to im- 

I 4 pofition: 
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pofition : and> I chink, it will not be de^ 
nied that men of a fuperior charader, 
amiable PHILANTHROPISTS, 
prompted by generous fentiments, andaf- 
piring to become the BENEFACTORS 
of their fpecies, may be induced to in^Je 
both on others and on tbemjelves. This leads 
me to fugged to philofophical unitarians, 
who believe Jefus Chrift lo have been 
merely a human beings that it may be worth 
while for them to reconfider the very ftrik- 
ing and abfolutely fingular ftylc ufed by 
that extraordinary pcrfonage when (peak- 
ing of himfelf. 

With rcfpeft to the opinion, that the 
jews were familar with the idea of a mira* 
cle, it is derived from the evangelical hif- 
ftory, John fays, that the brethren of 
Chrift did not believe in him, though thc]^ 
were no ftrangers to the works which he 
performed \ for they advifed him to render 
himfelf more confpicuousthereby^and ihcw 
I himfelf 
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iftifelf to the world ♦• The fame writer 
ecUres, that though Chrifl had doney^ 
MHf miracles before them (thejcwilh peo- 
it) yet they believed not on him f . — 
»Jow, if we rcfleft on the nature of a mi- 
acle» we mud fee that it cannot fail to 
xcitc the utmoft aftonifhment in thofe 
drefent at it, unlefs they be familiarized to 
uch things : or unlefs the Supreme Being, 
as the hiftorian would have us believe) at 
he fame time that he, by his prophet, 
vorks miracles, blinds the eyes of the per- 
sons in whofe prefence they are wrought, 
md hardens their hearts, fo that the mira- 
lies cannot produce their effed. 

That the jews did not think a miracle 
:o be a very ftrangc thing, feems evident, 
iikewile, from the (lory which John relates 
It the beginning of his 5th chapter:—* 
^* There is (faith he) at Jerufalem, by the 
^^ flieep-market, a pool, which is called in 

* John; 7th chapter, f John, 12th chapter. 

"die 
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^ the Hebrew tongue, Bcthefda, having 
*' five porches. Ifi thefe lay a great imil- 
^* ticudc c^ impotent foik, of blind, halt, 
" withered, waking for the moving of 
^* the water. For an angel went down, 
" at a certain feafon, into the pool, and 
** troubled the water. Whofoever, then, 
♦' firft after the troubling of the water ftep- 
<^ ped in, was made whole of whatfoever 
•' difcafe he bad *.*' On this ftory it is 

* A philofophical clergyman^ on a certain oc- 
caiioD, declared to me, that he fhould as fooo be* 
Heve a Perfian tale as this extraordinary narrative. 
The hiftory of the Devil's temptation of Chrift in 
<he wildernefs f ieems^ however, to bear more re- 
femblance to a Perfian tale. Now, I would ob- 
llerve -that, whatever abjurdity an unprejudiced 
reader may find in thefe two ftories, thejr are both 
related with the fame fimpTicity as that whereby 
the writings of the evangelifts are generally diilin- 
guiihed. Simplicity of ftyle, it is therefore pre* 
fbmed, does not neceilarily imply truth. Never- 
thelefs, it is wdl known how much firefs has beea 
laid on the fimple flyle of the evangelical hiflories. 

f Sec Apeudix, No. 1. 

obvious 
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obvious to remark, chat the hiftorian re* 
latcs it as he would the (lory of any ordinary 
occurrence: and, wonderful as the events 
related muft have been, if real, we do not 
learn from him that they produced any 
emotion in the by (landers, or even attraft- 
ed at all the attention of the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, At London, I prefume, if 
fuch things were to happen, the effeft 
would be fomewhat different. 

The demoniacal pjfejjions, too, fuppofed 
to occur fo frequendy among this fuperdi- 
tious people, and of which we read fb 
much in the evangelical hiftories, were 
con(idered by them as miraculous-, equally 
{o as the means whereby the daemons were 
thought to be expelled : and Chrid him- 
ielf appears to have admitted that various 
other men, as well as himfel^ were in the 
habit of performing miraculous expulHons. 
*' If/ (faith he) by Beelzebub caft out de- 

« vils. 
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-^^ vils, by whom do your children caft them 

<* out*?" 

From 

* Not being able to digefl the dodrine of Cbrift 
«nd the evangelids upon this fabjedt^ Ibme phiiofo- 
>phical cbridi^ns have taken the liberty to reprefent 
both their mailer and his immediate difciplcs as ig- 
norant believers in the popular fuperftition j while 
others have thonghf it nwre for their mailer's ho- 
nour, lo fuppofe him perfedtly aware that there 
^was no diabolical agency in thefe cafes^ but that, 
not efteeming it neceflary to remove the falfe no- 
lions of them, entertained even by his own difci- 
.ples, he connived at their delufton^ If, however, 
lie really knew better, he feems to have not merely 
connived \ he feems to have done fnorcy when he 
affected to hold converfation with the evil fpirits, 
and likewife to authorize certain of them, on their 
expuUion, to take pofleiiion of a herd of fwine. 
Neverthelefs, that Chrift himfelf was, in this re- 
iped, as ignorant as other jews, no ingennonsper- 
fon, probably, would doubt, who ihould derive hk 
opinion from the evangelilis, and not from the 
above-mentioned philofophers. But ihould any 
one judge that Chrifl was fo ignorant and fuper- 
flitiousas to believe that^ which wasilideied'Do- 

^iag 
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From hence we are naturally led to 
)nfider the Reply ta an Objcdion urgtd 
I? certain uRbclievers. They have ob- 
fted that, if the miracles which the New 
'cftament fpcaks of as wrought in proof 
F chriftianitv were real miracles , the whole 
wifh nation rauft have been converted;. 
5 the evidence muft have been irre- 
ftibte. To this fome have replied, that 
ic jews were induced to rejcft the 
(ridence by fuppofing the miracles to 
ave been efFeded by the magical ufe of 
le divine name. This reply, if jiift and 
?ell-foundcd, fufficiendy ftamps the cha- 
a6ker of the people : and> I think, a fmile 
lay be pardoned, if, from the auriiors ot 
jch a reply, we fhould happen tahear of 

king more than a natural difeafe, to be the effeft 
f diabolical agency, I entreat that man to con<- 
der how well fuch ignorance and fuperftition 
-gteo With the claims of this amiable and dignl- 
pd enthufiaft to that immeafurablo knewledgo^ 
'hich he^clared had been coQUOUoifiated toiuni 
y the Sq£>reme Beiag. 

jcw$ 



136 An Apology for the 

jews being difpofed to Jcrutinize miracles* 
Superftition feems much better calculated 
to make men believers than to make them 
/crutinizers. And, though we admit that 
the Hebrew chriftians had a ftrong intereft 
to examine carefully, it feems not very rca- 
fonable to judge that this intcreft would 
have the fame effedl upon a fuperftitious 
jew as upon an enlightened modern Eu- 
ropean in circumftances ptherwife fimilar. 
And who of the jewi(h nation was free 
from fuperftition ifi as is probable, Chrift 
himfelf was not ? The fame external cir- 
cumftances do not afFcft all men in the 
fame manner. To fuppofe they do, is a 
grofs fallacy. 

The jews, it is likely, often imagined 
they few miracles where none exiffed. But 
the antecedent improbability of miracles and 
revelation muft, I fliould think, to a phi- 
lofopher, be an objection againfl: them 
almoft i^ notj altogether infurmountable. 

Granting 
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Granting it, however, poffible that mira- 
cles may have been wrought in order to 
accompliih fome grand delign not other- 
wife to be accompliflied even by the -^i7- 
wife and the Almighty^ it is natural to in- 
quire. Has any fuch matter been efreflcd 
by the chriftian miracles ? — The great ob- 
jp6l of chriftianity, as its advocates declare, 
was the reformation of the world. Allowing 
then that it was worth while to dijiurb the 
wder of nature for lb excellent a purpofe. 
Has the world been reformed ? The bold- 
eft chriftian advocate will not, I believe, 
aflcrt fo much. Serioufly, 1 have no idea 
of any thing more extravagant than the 
affertion would be. Yet let us fuppofe 
(what cannot be thought too little). that> 
out of the immenfe population of this 
globe, during a period of near eighteen 
cjcnturies, fome millions have become vir- 
tuous chriftians;. — what proportion do 
they bear to the innumerable multitude of 
individuals who have compofed the gene^ 

rations 
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rations of mankind which, during the fame 
period, have fucceffively tenanted the earth ? 
Let us alfo fuppofe that chriftianity has 
contributed towards the melioration of hu- 
man affairs. Still, how far the eSe<5t is to 
be afcribed to itfimply^ and how far to a li- 
beral and htvit^o\tT\tfhiloJophyy will not 
be eafily fettled. In the mean time, I 
eonfider myfelf as completely juflified in 
affirming, if chriftianity were a fcheme for 
reforming the world, that it has moji egre^ 
gioujly failed. 

How it may appear to others I cannot 
tell> but it does not feem to me very cre- 
dible, admitting the poffibility of miracles, 
that fuch an unfortunate fcheme fhould 
have originated from, and have been fup- 
ported by, the miraculous interference of the 
Deity: and to an unprejudiced perfbn, I 
fufpeft, it will not be very fatisfaSory, as 
a folution of the difficulty, to hear " That 
*' the reformation is going on, and, in due 
^ time, will be happily pcrfcftcd/* 

But 
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Biitj as the world has not been reformed 
by the chriftian religion, (hould we inquire 
what that religion has adually done for 
mankind, it will appear, that in giving 
Dccafion to wars and perfecutions the moft 
bloody and rancorous, it has produced a 
very great quantity of evil. Of this there 
can be no doubts and, while this cannot 
be denied, it is foreign to the queftion to 
talk, as fome do, of its genuine moral ten- 
dency (be that ever fo admirable), becaufe 
we are inquiring about matter of faft. 
With regard to the good which has taken 
place fince the commencement of the 
chriftian sera, part of it at leaft, probably 
a large proportion, muft be attributed to 
the general diffujion of knowledge. We are 
pretty well informed what was the condi- 
tion of chriftendom during the middle 
ages, as they are termed. Since the re- 
vival of learning, there has been a progref- 
five improvement, though not regularly 
progreffive. Yet it well deferves notice, 

K that^ 
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thati (ince chriftianity has prevailed, there 
has exifted in the world an evil greater 
than any that was ever experienced before 
that religion was known: — I mean the 
African flave trade, carried on by people 
calling themfclves cbrijiians. It will be 
obferved, I do not fay chat this horrid traf- 
fic has been authorized^ and it is not need- 
ful for me to prove that it has not been 
prevent ed^ by chriftianity. 

I do not, however, profefs, nor ever 
have profeffcd, myfelf qualified to explain 
fufficiently the condudtofthefirft chriftians: 
but I find myfelf in a fituation where it is 
neceflary to choofe between two difficulties; 
and therefore I choofe the lead. I muft 
either admit that the firft chriftians were 
under a delufioHi or that the all-wife Author 
of the univerfe has difturbed the order of 
nature for the accomplifhment of what has 
not been accomplifhed ; when, had it been 

his purpofe to reform the world (as chrif- 

tians 
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tians aflert), he could have effe6bed that 
purpofe by the operation of natural caufes''^^ 
without having recourfe to miracles ; which, 
conrequentl7» were fuperfluous and unne- 
ceflary. The laft part of the .alternative 
is, indeed, fomething more than a difficulty i 
it is ztiimpqffibilityi which, I am fatisHed, 
cannot be truly affirmed of the other, how- 
ever extraordinary it may appear: and, 
were we in poffeflion of the whole truths 
every thing would, I believe, appear very 

natural. 

« 

'• Nature well known, no ^rW/]f/« remain." 



It Is hoped the Apology contained in 
the foregoing pages, will be fufEcicnt to 
fliew that perfons may be induced to be- 
come XHibclievers in revealed religion by 
better motives than thofe which have been 
imputed to fuch perfons by fome, from 

* I muft requed the reader to turn back to 
pp, 5g and 60. 

K 2 -^V^^K^ 
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whom they might have expe&ed different 
treatment** 

A love of truth, a diflike of impofition>- 
and a defire of emancipation from unwor-^ 
thy and illiberal prejudices— thcfe are prin — 
cipl'es f which influence the minds of in — 
genuous men in their inquiries: and one^ 
would be apt to think fuch men would noc::: 
find it difficult to conceive that others^ 
might be governed by the fame princi- 
ples, though their inquiries ihould noc^ 
terminate in the fame manner as their own^ 

* With refpca tomyfelf, I think it right to faj^ 
here that I have been treated with great liberalitjr 
by a philofopkical chriflian, who has done me the 
honour to correfpond with me on the fabjed of 
thefe papers. 

t Though thefe are> in my eftimation, virtuous 
principles, and the pledges of further virtue in the 
chara^er where they are found, they have bcea tc- 
prefented (how juflly let the reader determine) ai 
exifling where there is but little virtue. 

A dif- 
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different termination feems, however, 
have given offence. Yet furcly no one, 
his reputation or his merits what they 
ly, is authorized, after having determin- 
for himfclfi to {M^efcribe the limit for 
ler menj and iflue out his prohibition. 
Thus far (hall ye go, and no further." 
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When animadverting upon certain 
Ctrangc fafts related of the prophets Ifaiah, 
^zekiel, and Hofea, I had occafion to 
mention Mr. Farmer's convenient me- 
thod of folving fuch difRculties, by con- 
iidcring them as merely vifionary. That 
method appeared fo convenient to him, 
that he has been induced to convert 
what the writers of the.Gofpel Hiftory 
have cvidendy delivered as matters offaSf^ 
really and truly performed, into prophetic 
vifi$ns. I refer to his interpretation of 
the fevcral narratives of Chrift's tempta- 
tion in the wildernefs. This interpreta- 
tion is principally founded on the phrafe- 
ology ufed, where it is faid, that Chrift 
was led by the Spirit^ and driven by the 

K 4 Spirit^ 
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Spirit, into the wilderncfs to be temptc 
by the dcviL Mr. F. fuppoies thcfc ex 
preflions equivalent to thofe uied to de- 
note the fupernataral operation which 
was thought to produce vifions in the 
minds of the prophets of the Old Tef- 
tamcnt. The books, however, where- the 
accounts of thefe vifions occur, are pro*^ 
fc0cdly books treating o^vifionary matters^ 
And yet, even in thefe books, (hould 
certain things be related as having really 
taken place, wUbout any iniimation of their 
having been tranfaSfed in vijion merely, — 
to fuppofe this, feems to be doing fbrae- 
thing very like violence^ But to make 
the fame fuppofition refpefting a narrative 
given as a relation of fa£ls which had 
really happened, by any writer profeffing 
himfelf to be a hiftorian of real tranf- 
adlions, — is furely violence in the extreme^ 



< 



To juftify his own interpretation, Mr. 
F. further, infills much on the impropriety 

of 
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of conmving the writers in queftiorr to 
mean that Chrift was a6lually led. by the 
Spirit into the wildernefs, bccaufe he was 
in the wildernefs already. It was ki the 
Jordan, however, where we are given to 
underftand that he was baptized by John : 
and the region bordering on the eadern 
bank of that river could not be abfolutely 
a dijaru fince it was an inhabited country^ 
though not very populous. But, from 
Mark's account, it appears that Chridj 
when in the wildernefs, was among tbi 
wUd beafts ; which circumftance feems to 
be mentioned as an aggravation of his 
trial. It is, therefore, mod natural to un- 
derftand thefe writers as meaning to fay^. 
that Chrift was led eaftward into the 
country which was, indeed, a dejart with- 
out inhabitants. 

Mr. F. neverthclefs, will have It that 
thefe writers intended to inform us not 
that Chrifl was led into the wildernefs, 

but 
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Mr. F/s zeal in behalf of his new hypo- 
tbefis was very great> which we need noc 
wonder at; but it feems to have been (bme* 
what extravagant when it drew from hint 
the following language : ^ The text itfei£ 
" (on the letter of which the common hy— 
'^ potheBs reds as its ible foundadon) in^ 
** ftead of pofitively and exprefsly aflfcrt— 
'' ing, that the temptadon of Chrift was a. 
'^ real outward tranfa£tion, contains clear 
'^ indmadons^ and even direS. a/fertumsy o£ 
** the very contrary */* 



If (03 can any thing be more wonderful 

than that^ dll Mr. F. arofe, thefe direS^ 

itffertions were never underftood by men the 

moft learned and intelligent f?'* 

But 

* Inquiry, pp. 40, 41. 

t This is barely within the limits of foff!^Kty» 
Thofe learned men (Dr. S. Clarke, the great lA 
ClerC; and others mentioned by Mr. F.) would 
never, I am perfuaded, have admitted Mr. F.'i 
confbrudion of the phrafes in queflion, confider* 

iog 



^ 
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But the new hypothcfis was thought 

nvenient, as being not liable to the objec- 

ons which, in Mr. F.'s opinion, might be 

iftly made to the old one. The chief 

>je6lions are, that the common hypo- 

elis is very difhonouraWe to Chrift. 

hat it afcribes to the devil the pcrform- 

icc of the greateft miracles. That ic 

.bribes to the devil the performance of 

lings not only preternatural, but abfurd 

ad impoQible. 

Mr. F. has faid much to lUuftrate and 
iforce his objcftions : but it is unneceffary 
n* me to tranfcribe it all. That, how- 
ver, which is to my purpofc, I (hall pro- 
luce (viz.) what he has urged to (hew 
^jc dijhonour brought upon Chrift by the 

g Hvhere and honv they occun unlefs they^ too^ 

id been fafcioated by the corrveniemy of it. To me 

appears a far-fetched conflrudion, laboured and 

uf er -flrained, and what even Mr. F. himfelf would 

not have thought of but for a particular purpofe. 

common 
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comm5n explication. " Scarce (faith he) 
** can wc prcfcrve upon our minds a fiifE- 
*' cicnt reverence of the fanftity and dig^ 
" nity of the Redeemer, when we behold 
^* him in fuch familiar conference with, and 
*' under the power of, an unclean fpirit, 
who at pleafure tranfports his fovereign 
and his judge from place to place, raiies 
him to the mod confpicuous ftations to 
expole him to public derifioa, and wan- 
tonly and arrogantly propounds to him 
" one foolifli enterprize after another. It 
*' fills us with horror, as well as aftonifli- 
" ment, to confider farther that, during all 
*' this tranfadtion, Chrift muft have yield- 
*' ed voluntarily to the mere motion and 
** inftigation of the devil. For, though 
" it was by the Ipirit of God that he was 
** carried into the wildernefs, yet it was by 
** the devil that he was conveyed from 
«* thence to the temple, and placed upon 
^' its batdements; a moft dangerous and 
^' formidable eminence ! And, therefore, 
7 "as 
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" as the devil could have no power over 
" our Lord^ unlefs by his free confent, 
** Chrift muft have been acccflary to his 
*' own diflionour, danger, and tempta- 
^'tionV . 

I {hall now produce what Mr. F. has ad- 
vanced with a view to convince us that the 
reprefentations of a vifion may fcrve equally 
as well as the objeds of fenfe for the trial, 
difplay, and improvement of virtue. But 
unfortunately in this attempt he has, if I 
miftake not, ruined his grand fcheme. 

Mr. F. aflerts, that " what is imaginary 
*' no way differs, in appearance^ from that 
*' which is real, and has the fame cffe6t 
^* upon the prophet ; who does not, at the 
*' time, diftinguifli between the images of 
*' a vifion and outward objcds. If the 
*' mind (he fays) be paffive, as no doubt 

" it is, in receiving thcfe images, and can- 

* Inquiry, pp. 14, 15, 16. 
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^' not bat judge according to appearances; 
** let it be remembered that juft thus it is 
with regard to the impreflion made by 
external objefts themfclves, and the 
ideas they raife in the mind ; the will 
*' having no more power to controul our 
'^ inward views and apprehenfions, in (his 
^* latter cafe, than in the former. And aS) 
*' in both cafes, the mind is alike paffive 
" in receiving impreflions, fo, in all other 
^* rcfpedls, it may enjoy an equal liberty 
^' in both. Whether the notice of things 
^ is conveyed to it by the inftrumentality 
" of the fenfes, or by a miraculous agency, 
•' it may experience the fame difpofition 
*^ and (entiments with regard to the things 
•* tbemfelves. It may be as capable of a 
" right determination and choice, with rc- 
** fpeft to the reprefcntations of a vifion, as 
** with refpeft to the objefts of fenfe.*' 



Now, from the above account of the 
ftate of a perfon's mind, whilfl; experienc- 
ing 



Appendix, I4J 

ing' a vifion, it appears wc have Mr. F.'s 
own authority to judge, that Chrifl, during 
his fuppofed vifion, though paflivc in re^ 
ceivmg the impreffions^ was, in all other re- 
JpeSISy at liberty j that he muft have felt the 
fame difpofitions and fentimentSy refpefting 
the images imprcffed, as he would have 
done if the real objedls, which they reprc- 
fented, had been prefent to him 5 and that 
he was equally capable of a right determi' 
nation and choice as at any odier time. 

Mr. F. himfclf, therefore, has authoriz- 
ed us to conclude that, though Chrift could 
Bot, if he would, conceive of his fituation, 
othcrwife than as a wildemejsy and though 
he could not, if he would, avoid confider- 
ing himfclf in company with the devils he 
was, neverthelcfs, at liberty to exprejs bis 
abhorrence of fuch fociety, and to determine 
whether or no he would hold conference 
with that evil fpirit. A familiar confer- 
ence^ however, took places from which it 

L appears 
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appears, that Chrift knew ivich w.hom be 
v^as converfing, as he called him by hi» 
name: and> notwithdanding the whole 
tranfaftion be fuppofcd a vifion only, the 
charafter of Chrift muft, inevitably, he af 
feded juft as if it had been all a reality. 
Moreover, when he imagined himfclf cen^ 
veycd through the air to the battlements 
of the temple, and likewife to the top of 
the mountain, he muft have been confcious, 
I think, of giving his voluntary confent \ 
How much foevcr, therefore, Mr. F/s re- 
ligious feelings were fhocked by the com- 
mon interpretation, he wduld derive no 
juft relief from his new hypochcfis j which 
leaves the objeftion, refpefting the dif- 
honour of Chrift, in full force. 

Neither is the objedlion concerning ab- 

* Even if it were admitted that, in conceiving 
of thefe tranfportations, he was fubjed to the over- 
ruling miraculous influence, it is utterlj impofii- 
ble that \ht familiar converfation Ihould have been 
other than voluTttary, 

furdities 
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fbrdities and impofllbilitics hereby remov- 
ed: though^ indeedj they are no longer 
afcribed tcr the deviL But abfurdity or 
impoffibility is no more the objedt of di- 
vine than of diabolical power. 

After all, I believe, we muft be content 
ta take the evangelical narratives of the 
temptation in their plain literal meaning, 
as I doubt not the writers of them intend- 
ed we fhould. The ufe, however, which I 
fhall make of them is, to infer from them 
the propriety ofconfidering well how much 
credit is due to accouyits of miracles given 
by writers who were capable of prefenting 
us ^v^Juch a ft or y. 
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In the year 1792, a pamphlet was pub- 
lifhed, entitled, Remarks on Mr. Gilbert 
JVakefieliTs Inquiry into the Expediency and 
Propriety ofFuhlic and Social Worjbip. It 
was publifhed without a name; but I be- 
lieve it was univerfally afcribed to a lady, 
whofe literary merit has obtained for her 
a large portion of celebrity; and that it 
was juftly afcribed to her, there fccms to 
be good internal evidence. Near the con- 
clufion of this pamphlet the reader will 
find what I (hall here tranfcribe. After 
conceding to Mr. W. that a reform in the 
public worfliip was to be wiflied for, and 
after fuggefting fome articles which flic 
fpeaks of as hints offered with diffidence 
and refpcft, the eloquent writer proceeds 

as 
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as follows : ** Above all| it would be 
*' deQrable to fcparate from religion that 
*' idea of gloom, which, in this country, 
'< has but too generally accompanied it. 
*' The faft cannot be denied ; the caufc 
** muft be fought pardy in our natural 
<^ charafber, which, I am afraid, is not ei* 
"** ther very cheerful or very focial, and 
** which we (hall do well to meliorate by 
** every poffible attention to our habits of 
** life ;— and pardy to the colour of our 
*' religious fyftems. No one who embraces 
*^ the common idea o( future tonnents^ to- 
^* gcther with the dodrine of tleStion and 
** reprohcUion^ the infufficiency of virtue to 
*^ efcape the wrath of God, and the ftrange 
** abfurdity which, it fliould fcem through 
** fimilarity of found alone, has been ad^ 
<* mitted as an axiom, that fins committed 
•^ againft an Infinite Being do, therefore, 
** deferve infinite punifhment — no one> 
" I will venture to alTert, can believe fuch 
^^ tenets, and have them often io his 

L 3 *' thoughts. 
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*' with the mctaphyfical idea of eternity, 
** arranged in fpecific propofitions, fixed 
** in creeds, and elaborated into fyftems, 
^* till at length they have been fublimed 
** into all the tremendous horrors of the 
«* Calviniftic faith. Thefe doftrines, it 
««is true, among thinking people, are 
** lofing ground; but there is ftill appar- 
** ent, in that clafs called ferious chrif- 
»* tians, a tcndernefs in expofing them; 
" a fort of leaning towards them, as, in 
** walking over a precipice, one Ihould 
*' lean to the fafeft fide ; an idea that they 
^' are, if not true, at leaft good to be be- 
** lieved J and that a falutary error is better 
«^ than a dangerous truth. But that error 
*' can neither be falutary nor harmlejs which 
*' attributes to the "Deity injufiice and cruelty 't 
** and that religion muft have the worft of 
*' tejjdenciesy which renders it dangerous for 
^* a man to imitate the being whom he wor- 
^^fhips. Let thofe who hold fuch tenets 
*' confider that the invifible Creator has 

"no 



JtppendiXm 153 

^* no name, and is identified only by his 
^^ cbaraHeri and they will tremble to 
^* think what being they are worlhipping, 
'* when they invoke a power capable of 
*' producing exiftence in order to continue it in 
•* never-ending torments. The God of the 
•' Affembly's Catcchifm is not the Jame 
•* God with the Deity of Thomfon's Sea* 
«* fons, and of Hutchefon's Ethics *." 

Having prefcnted the reader with this 
long and interefting quotation^ I fhall take 

* In the 25th chapter of Matthew, the God of 
the chriftlans is reprefented as^ after a long fuccef- 
fion of ages, conducing the affairs of the human 
race to a grand confummation : and at the end of 
Thomfon's Winter, he, too, has prefented us with 
the termination of this world's eventful and myf- 
terions fcenes; which ]a1% moft in terefting event 
he has likewife afcribed to the Dhiimty ivhom Jie 
^'uuorjliiffed. The admired writer, from whom the 
above extraft is taken, is requefled to compare 
thefe two reprefentations, and fee how much re- 
femblance ihe can find. 

I the 
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the liberty to obferve, what, in my apppc- 
henfion, is generally the cafe, that well^ 
difpofcd chriftians fit down to read the dij- 
€ourfss of Chrijl with an unconfcious prede- 
termination to find in them nothing but what 
is good. How (hould they contain any 
thing elfe ? Was not Chrift commiflioncd 
hy heaven for the inftrudlion of mankindj 
and, for that purpofe, was he not furnifli- 
cd with that incomparable wifdom which 
ddfcendeth from above? And -docs not 
every pious chriftian parent ^cem it his 
duty to imprefs the belief of this upon the 
minds of his infant offspring ? That the 
mind of the rcmarker upon Mr. W. was 
thus impreiled will not, I imagine, be 
queftioned. But, if that had not been the 
cafe, ihe would not have found even thoie 
parts of the vulgar fyilem, which are moil 
obnoxious to her, at all incompatible with 
the do&rinc which Chrift delivered. On 
the contrary, fhc would have perceived 
that doftrine to have bttn the gimdne 

Jowrce 

1 



Appendix. 1 55 

fiurce from which fomc, at leaft, of thofe 
obnoxious tenets have fprung ; and would, 
therefore, have fpared herfclf the trouble 
of propofing heringcnious conjeftures re- 
fpefting their origin. Had fhc read the 
difcowrfes of Cbriji as (he would thofe of 
any other man, with a view to learn what 
they really contained, (he would, I think, 
have underftood them as clearly holding 
-cue thefe dogmas. 

That the many, the mafs of human 
beings, arc wicked. That the good (com- 
pfaratively at leaft) are few. That it is the 
defign of God to confer upon the latter, 
in a future ftate, an everlailing felicity i 
End to inflidt upon the former the never- 
ending torments of hell ; or, however, to 
confign them to long and exquifite nai- 
fcry, the terminadon of which will be the 
-period of their cxiftencc. 

No one ever pretended to fay that Jcfus 

Chriil 
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Chrift reprefcnted the human race as 
under* a courfe of dijctpline^ which would 
eventually qualify them for a future ftatc 
of uitimate virtue and happinefsi though 
fome^ it is true> have imagined they found 
this, or a fimilar reprcfentation, in Paul's 
trpiftles. But, if Paul has any where really 
taught this doftrine, fo worthy of the be- 
nevolent and univerfal Parent, how won- 
derful is it that the afojlle (bould have pof- 
fefled the fublime wifdom which \i\smaft&r 
wanted ! For, who was that mafter ? A 
perfonage (if we admit his own account 
fo highly dignified, and of fuch fupeiiof 
excellence, that he knew all the counfclsof 
the Deity, and was truly known by none 
but the Father, u e. God himfelf. If the 
above do6trine, however, was really taught 
by the apoftle,he has not only contradiftcd 
his mafter; he has contradided himfelf^ as 
will appear to any one who will give him- 
felf the trouble to read the paflagc quoted, 
page 69, of the preceding Apology. 

If, 



I^ at Tome future mod important period^ 
igrceably to the do£i:rine of Cbrift, both 
good and bad men (^thefew and the tiunryy 
fliall be judged by their Maker^ and their 
&tes finally determined; it is impoflible 
for Mrs. — , or a perfon whofc under- 
ftanding is^ greatly inferior to hers^ not to 
kt that the Judge will ihen do what he 
ulways intended. Ignorant mortals may 
be wifer to-morrow than to-day; and, 
therefore, their intentions may, to-morrow, 
be different from what they now are. Not 
fb the intentions of the omnifcient Deity. 
But then, if the human race arc to be dif- 
pofed of as Chrifl has informed us, the 

doftrines fo revolting to Mrs. , the 

doftrines of eletiion and reprobation, muft 
inevitably be true. 

Furthermore, it is worthy of ferious 
confideration, that xhtjpirit of punifhment, 
exhibited in the difcourfes of Chrifl, is not 
that pbilojophical Jpirit which has for its 

objcft 



author of the remarks on Mn W. ioduces 
me to exprels my wiihes that (he may, 

and 

the powerful injfluencc of prejudice, could in- 
duce him to think it favourable to the caufe he is 
pleading. I think it quite the reverfe. His idea 
of the nature and deiign oi puni/Iiment, io cod* 
formity with that of the wifeft and heft legiflators, 
is, indeed, moft juft. On the contrary, through- 
out the jcwifli and chriftian fcriptures, the Divi- 
nity is reprefented, when infliding punifhment, 
either as ading like a weak mortal, under the do- 
minion of wrathful paffion, who feeks to revenge 
himfelf for perfonal injury, or elfe (which is cer- 
tainly more dignified) as executing, in a manner 
awful and folemn, the decrees of VmdiBrve yufiic^' 
If Mr. F. could bring himfelf to read the fcriptures 
ai5 writings which he had never yet feen, and in 
which he had no particular concern, he would find 
what I fay to be true. But he comts j>re/>ared by 
the religious impreflions made in his childhood, 
agreeably to the dodrine of jactation -whicb. h6 
has fo well illullrated. 

To me the fcriptural doctrine of punifhment 
brings its own evidence, that it is not from Godf 
but from men-, the wifeft of whom^ whatever 

were 
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d hopes that (he will, do hcrfclf the juf- 
e, to inquire what is the resl doSlrine of 
fus Chrift, efpccially as it concerns the 
rlARACTER of the Supreme Being, 
tb her mind at perfeSl liberty. 

re their preten6ons, had, tinquellionably, much 
learn. 

hs Mr. F. has fuppofed that a very hngferioi of 
fery may be necefTary, in a future flate, in or- 
to extermifiate the bad habits acquired by 
:ked men in this, it is to be wiihed he would 
d the delightful and edifying account of the 
fou at Philadelphia by the Duke de la Roche- 
icault liaucourt. 
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APPENDIX, 

No. III. 



Mr. Anthony Robinson, at the con- 
clufion of the fecond edition of his Hijlory of 
the Perjecutions of ChriJlianSy by Jews, Bed- 
thefts, and Chrijiians *, obferves, very na- 
turally, " Perhaps an inquiring reader will 
*^ alk, if fo various, fo cruel, and fo fatal 
^' have been the perfecurions of chriftians, 
** if chriftianity have given occafion to fo 
*' much fuffcring, if fo many human facn* 
^^fices have been oflFered up by chriftians 
" to their God, is it upon the whole any 
*' advantage to the world, that chriftianity 
has been preached amongft mankind ?— 
This is a queftion of great importance; 
^* It will be in vain to reply that thefe evils 
*^ have arifen from the abufe of chriftianity; 
** we muft meet it in its full extent, and 

• Publifhed by JobnfoD, 1794. 

« argue 
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« argue the efFc6t of chrlftiatiity, as it muft 
^* have been forefeen to [by] him who 
gave it for a Ueffit^ to mankind. This 
queftion can only be determined by 
^* comparing the good with the evil which 
"** men have received, and which has at- 
^* tended the fpread of chriftianity. The 
^* evil Gonfifts of the perftcutions which 
*•• we have already given in detail ; but the 
"^^ good is fo great and various, that it is 
«* difficult fully to date it. Men muft 
** have fome powerful motive to induce 
'** them to attend to their duty^ and the 
^* great body of mankind arc incapable of 
** being attached to their duty, either by 
prefent interefij or by fatm^ It is little 
their labour can produce, and they arc 
too objcure to excite public attention, 
" Where intereft and feme arc ^ike impo* 
tent, reUgi(Hi is all-powerful. The gain 
and the lofs which this life prefents to 
them are eafy of eftimation, and infiif- 
ficient to infpire them with energy in 
♦* aftion, or to prevent them from becom- 
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^ hi order to eftablifh the prdpofidoir 
" which I have quoted (fays Mr. R.), the 
** preacher ftates that every man mgbt to 
** confult his own.fclfilh intereft ki all hk 
" aflionSj and that no authority can oblige 
*^ him to forego any one peribnal indi- 
*' vidua! advantage, except in order to 
" obtain a greater advantage by that fclf- 
." deniah 

** Admitting that this reafoning h true,, 
<< as far as it goes to the eftabiiihment of 
*' felf- intereft as the foundation 6i moral 
" obligation, it is certainly not true, that 
" a man does regulate his conduft by any 
" modve of unfocial felf-intereft; and 
*' without this be proved, it will not fol- 
" low, that the exclufion of the hopes and 
*» fears of a future world will deftroy the 
«' praftical virtues of life. Morality is at- 
«* tended by moft powerful fandions in 
" this life, which prefs equally upon the 
<^ atheift, the theilt, and the chriftian, and 

« of 



^ of which the firfl; mull feci the full force. 
« Morality confifts Amply in the difchargc 
" of the duties which flow from the rcla- 
•*' tions which fubfift betwixt men. Man 
^* infulated and alone is a being entirely 
*' helplefs, and abfolutely wretched. So- 
^' ciety is the charm of his exiftence, and 
" the balm of his life. To enjoy this io- 
" ciety, the individual muft render himfelf 
"agreeable to thofe that furround him;* 
*' and, in order to this, he muft refpcft 
" and promote their happinefe. This im- 
*' pofes upon him an attention to their 
** wifbes, a refpeft for their rights, and a 
" dread of their violation. He inftaqtly 
*' finds that an enlarged felf-love and fo- 
<* cial arc the fame. Thus deeply rooted 
** are the fandiions of morality, and of uni- 
" verfal operation; they are not Jthe crea- 
tures of arbitrary inftitution or accidental 
difcovery i they are bottomed in the na- 
ture of human beings, and, wherever 
^^ man is found conneded with h^s fellow- 
^< man, their influence is felt. 

M 4. *^T\ssSs: 
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*^ Thefe natural and eternal fandtons 
^< of virtue operate before it is fqffible to 
^' convey to the mbds of chUdren religious 
** notions* The accommodarions of in^- 
*' fancy itfclf, become the great teachers 
" of morals. Before the child knows, or 
** believes aught of heaven or hell> he 
'^ learns to facrifice prefent inclination to 
procure the advantages of intercourfe 
and love. 1 1 may be affirmed, with as 
•' much truth, that the focial paiGoos dc- 
*• pend for their exiftence upon religious 
<' belief as that the antifocial demand that 
'< belief to counteract and reftrain their 
<* energies. 

*^ The preacher*s argunjentis very little 
•• ftrengthened by his obfervadon (p. 1 2) 
<< that ^ reafoning on mortis Jufpofes a 
*^ diJiinSiion ieiween snclinaUtm and duties^ 
*^ affeSlim and rules. For fcarcely any 
*^ great objeCt of human ambition can be 
*^ named, which dot*s not require many 
^ iacrifices^ and which is not oppofed by 



'^ many mdinations of the indtvidttal who 
" purfues it. Do wc determine upon the 
•' acquifition of fortune, how many plcar^ 
«• fares muft we deny ourfclves> and how 
•* many vexations muft wc encounter fn 
** the purfuit ? Man is continually affailed 
** by oppofite interefts and defires. Some 
** muft be facriftced ; their co-exiftence 
•* and indulgence is impoffiUe. In de- 
'* termining upon this facrifice, looks he 
•♦ to heaven or to hell ? Ridiculous ! He 
** weighs the importance of each prclent 
•• objeft J and purfues tlrat, which, in his 
** cftimation, is the moft valuable. 






Morality is the refult of felf-love and 
fympathy, operating conftantly on the 
mind, and forming the charadbcr under 
the influence of prefent oh]t6t%, of which 
** he will entertain no doubt who examines 
" nature with the ftcady eye of the author 
** of The 'rbtory of Moral Sentiments. If 
** any one qucftions whether prefeot ob» 

"jcdts 
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*' jefts afford a fufficient motive for the 
** reftrainc of paffion, and the corrc&ion 
«* of dcfire amidft contending intercfts, I 
" beg him to obferve the condud: of the 
** mifer, the lover, and the hero. I call 
** upon him to leave the field of conjefture, 
^^ and to examine the realities of life, and 
*' then to tell me bow great is the influ- 
** ence dl future hopes and fears. 



(C 






It may, perhaps, be faid, thatfo ardent 
^' a defire after one objefb as is often dif^ 
** coverable in the mifcr, the lover, or the 
hero, can only exift in charafters of pe* 
culiar ftrength, and that fuch confiftency 
** m purfuit cannot be expeded from com* 
*' mon minds. This may be granted i 
^' but mud it not alfd be granted that a 
'' future hope of poffible good in a world 
^' unknown, and of a nature unknown, re* 
'^ quires, in order to influence powerfully^ 
^' ftill more extraordinary minds? Let 
*' the preacher's theory be put to the teft 

w of 



experience. It this profpeft of felP- 

1 intereft, and indiviaual rerouneratioiv 

1 a future life had any cSc&y as it is 

nHnice and unbounded^ reducing aft 

other interefts to non- entity, k mwft an- 

nihilate all vice, and perfeil all charafter- 

Faffs Ihew us that mixed ftate of things 

which refults from paffion, imperfeSfy 

' reftrained, and feMtfhnefs hnperfeSIIy- 

^ counterafted by the influence of reafoa 

•* and feeling upon the fecial advantages 

** of life 5 but they difcover to us nothing 

^* in corroboration of the theory of the 

•* preacher, or the aftual influence of his 

** future hopes and fears. It may, there-^ 

•* fore> be fairly inferred,, that whatever 

^^ human virtue is, it is by the operation? 

of the adual circumftances of man, by 

his prefent hopes and fears, and that a 

change in the &ith of a country, will 

^ not cflFeft the morality of it,. 

« 

- '^ The real ftate of morals in different: 

" countries 






^ countries ftrongly enforces this oblervai^ 
*< tion* In China there is no public rc- 
^' ligion; and in various regions in the 
•' Eaft, the doftrinc of a future world is 
" unknown. Many countries have un- 
*' dcrgone an entire revolution in thcif 
** religious fyftem, and yet the ftatc of 
^' morals is the fame. Indeed^ giving an 
^* allowance for the different operation of 
*• climate and of the date of civilization, 
^' upon the human con(litution> there is 
** litde variety in the morality of dificrent 
•* countries. In other refpcds, men, fb- 
♦* cial and dependent men, are every where 
*' the fame; and, although profcfling op^ 
^' poHte religions, and fome no religion at 
*' all, are eifentially alike in moral cpn- 
^^dud. 
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It is vain to allege the proper againft 
^ the i2^i(^infiuence of the hopes andiears 
^* of men concerning their future exiiS:- 
f^cnces thefe hopes and iears opecate^ if 

<'they 
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^ they operate at all, upon numi a creature 
*^ which we ought to ftudy before we can 
*^ know the kind of moral regimen fuita- 
*^ ble for him, or pronounce any thing 
•• concerning it. If then it be found, in 
^ faHj that future, diftant, unknown, in- 
•^ conceivable good, does not conftitutc 
** a motive which influences this animal, 
** in vain we may declaim for ever upon 
** its power, as we may upon that of the 
** magnet, which, although of great influ- 
^ ence upon certain bodies, attradls not 
^'common earth. The preacher aflcs, 
^^ (page 13) WToiit is there te rejirain an 
** aibeijifrom the 4:ommiJfton of crimen when 
•* it flatters with thepro/peSl of impunity ^ and 
*• the certainty of immenfe advantage? I 
** anfwer^ his fympathies and his fear of 
*' felf- reproach. It is true, that this de- 
'* claimer thinks fclf-reproach a folly, 
•' where detedion can be avoided; but 
** unlels filenced by thefophiftry of fuper* 
*^ftition, fclf-reproach will always accom- 

^ pany 
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** pany inhumamty of conduA; it ftows 
^' from the conftitution of man^ and is 
^ abfolucdy unavoidable, 

*^ Ifthc preacher think thcfeiympathics 
** too weak, and this fear too fooHfli to re- 
^* ftrain atheifts from crimc^ I demand of 
*** him to fhew me, what is ftrong where 
^'ihefe have been found weat? arc the 
** hopes -and fears of a future life ? 

« Anfwcr, ye Conftantines, ye Ofias, 

*< ye Richards, ye Henrys, ye religious 

^' murderers of all ages and nadonsj did 

** thele hopes and fears prevent you from 

" butchering your children, your wives, 

" your connexions ? Let us not forget 

** the aftual efFedk of thefe things. The 

<^ pinnacle of conje Aure fuits the religious 

" aftronomer for his obfervations^ he 

^^ thence defcnes new planets and calcu- 

** lates their modons; but the vale of rca-» 

** lity becomes him who would lay down 

** the law for man/' 

Now, 
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Now, though I am not prepared to 
fubfcribe to the whole of this latter extra^^ 
1 think it contains inf>portant truth, (hews 
the writer's abifity, and affords very fatif- 
i&6tory rcafon for judging that, of the 
quantity o( good which has cxiftcd in the 
world during the lafl: feventeen or eigh- 
teen centuries, a much Jmaller proportion^ 
than is generally apprehended, ought to 
be attributed to the chriftian religion. 
Let us take the advice of Mr. R. let us 
examine the realities of life ^ ^nd we (hall not 
remain long in doubt how bad men are 
deterred from crimes. They are not de- 
terred by future punifhments, but by the 
Jaw of the land. What religious man, who 
believes moft, would efteem his life and 
property fafe, if they were only protefted 
by the fear of bell? The truth ts, the hor- 
rible and everlafting punilliments of the 
chriftian religion defeat their own pur- 
pofe. They are not believed; they arc 
perceived to be monjtftcnt both witbjujlice 

and 
6 
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and mercy : befides chat men in general ^ 
ever be (as nature ineended they fliduld) 
influenced by obje£ts prepnu^ whofe power 
over their happinefs they have ^xpeneac- 
edj rather than by obje£ls in a dijiani mid 
unknown world. \U indeed, men did tho- 
roughly believe that infinite happinels or 
mifery did certainly await them in a future 
date, they would be fo overwhelmed by 
the confideration^ as to be altogether dif^ 
qualified for cthe offices of life, This» it - 
fbould feemy was the cafe of ibme^ when 
there was more faith upon the earth. 
What opinion can one entertain of thoie 
early chriftians, who were fo dedrous of 
the crown of martyrdom, and fo earneft ■ 
to take pofleffion of eternal felicity, as to 
obtrude themfelves on their perfecutors, 
contrary, even, to their mailer's injunc- 
tion ? And, in later times, indanc^s have 
not been wandng ofjanguine perfons fran« 
tic with unutterable joy, while others, of 
a melancholy compleidon, have endured 

torments 



qjffBitflti'fiiiiilir to wbac are fiippoied ta 
teiheiocofUic^^mned.; But» at prefenTr 
ilie jinmlKdr >of /!n^ utrM^ €br\fiim U^ 
Uimr$ b m^ gretc acnong die mukkydc: 
pfo6fling cfariftkmtqr. 

Neverthelefs^ whatever haarbeoi die 4(n» 
gra^fmtb ^tiudly mfting in dio minds oS^ 
certain men cali^ cbemfelycfr chrifliaiui,; 
diejr have perfecuted their feUow-rchriC*, 
iBakXi%%€^KntQ4i0$hy foriiot believing creeija. 
didated by the perfe^iicocs and bjr dieiui 
flykd i>rthodax i and chefe chriftian per-^^ 
£^mors have rcprefeoted fucb murdf r aa^ 
a chriftian duty. This pra^ia^ cnQFe^l 
over9 has not been confined to one age, 
or even to one century:- infimuitA^-' that 
die annab of the church haire been, widi^ 
great propriety, termedj anmk of bl|t>od» j 

The gtomne' %irit of chriftiadity fs, 
doid>de(sya fpiritof benev6lence; and/af- * 
iuredly, many^ cbriftians in all ages have, 

N more 
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taore or ittk, imbibed it: but it hcppnij; 
tthfortuMtely (as t ficde reAcftioir w9l 
ftew m)9 that ow po«rcr to do hurt aod 
iDJuiy greatly «Keeds our povet of doing, 
good. A man who caa do nothing dkp^ 
mzj, in a moment» by a &igle aA (a miir* 
der fuppofe)^ do mifchief incalculaUe: 
while, in order to a good man's eflfe&mg 
any thing gready and extenfively benefit 
cial, many cirernnfiances muft come b 
aid of his benevoknce* Now chriftianity 
has, infiif, fuppKed iiiel to die worft of 
human paflions r and dreadiully &r have 
the ttkdb of chriftian rancour and animo- 
fity extcirfed, 

' But die fpirit of chriftianity is alfo » 
ipirit of flavifli and implicit belief^ hoftile 
Co intelle6hial improvement \ 

Confideringi dien, that the ma/i of man* 
kind is tittk influenced by religious be- 

* See ApolqQr, pp. 107, 108, 109i 110, 111. 
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^i ^oofidering that the gtmhtt h^bmct 
fcbriftUm telief is^ in ibme refpe£Uj m^ 
itvouraUc to human bap^nefs^ confidering 
hAU though chriftianity did not auibmze, 
iC has eventually given oaqfitm to, the moft 
:ruel and deftr u£tive wars^ and like wife to 
fyftematical and ingenious torturesj infliS;^ 
:d by chriflians on their chriftian brethren 
— >I own it appears to me very doubtful 
pvhether the quantity of ^^ refulting frota 
the chriftian religion9 be not more tbm 
fqual to the quantity oigpod which it has 
produced. 

To many reHeding perfons it feems im- 
probable, in the higheft degree^ that the 
Author of Nature^ who coinmunkates his 
gifts to us by the operations of nature, 
agreeably to the eftablifhod lawi of the 
univerfe, (hould break in upon thofe laws, 
by miraculous operations, in order r to 
communicate good to us. And indeed^ 
by philofophical men, who are chriflians^ 

' N 2 it 



experience? What has been the ssoth 
didon of mankind fince die promulgadoa 
of chriftianity? Since diat happjr erat 
have men become wire> and juft^ and be? 
nevolent ? Are they» now, fucb i And 
does every region of the earth exhibit the 
delightful fcenes of virtuous hafjpinelsi 

It is to be expefted, when an intelligent 
man propofes to himfelf fome^great obje£)^ 
he will chooie the proper means of attain* 
ing it. However, if human defigns prove 
abortive, we are not gready furprifed 
But, that Infinite Intelligence ihould form 
a fcheme for the benefit of the human 
race, that this fcheme Ihould &il, and that 
Infoiite Intelligence (hould be difappointed 
— this is, indeed, very ailomfhing. Nc- 
verthelefSf we muft believe it to be tru^ 
if we believe the truth of the chriftian re* 
velatton^ unlefs we believe the reformat 
tion of the world never was the ebjeH of 
tha{ revelation. The Calvinifts^ upon 

this 
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this headj feem more confident than fome 
other chriftians: they beUeve that the 
objcft of chriftianity was not the reforma-- 
Hon of the warld^ but xhtfahation of God* s 
deSy which they believe will certainly be 
accomplifhed ; for, fay they (and they fay 
well)) the defigns of the Omnifcient and 
the Almighty ^M never prove abortive* 



, 1 



o 



APPENDIX, 

No. IV. 



In the preceding Apology, pp. 17* 
and 177, I have hinted at the effeSs pro- 
duced by the cordial belief* of certain 
chriftian doftrincs. Of thcfc cflfcfts the 
late William Cowper, Efq. was an emi- 
nent and unfortunate inftance. This gen- 
tleman, who poffeffed in a high degree 
the fenfibility and imagination of a poet^ 
had, 'it is faid, in the former part of his 
life, fallen into a courfe of difiipationi 
from which, it (hould feem, the imprcf- 
fions made on his mind by that fpecies of 
religion dtnoxmn2Xt&£alvmfticfnetbodifm\^ 
reclaimed him. That his religion had 

* People may amufe themfelves m talking about 
any thing ivithout believing it, 

\ Calvinifm and chriftianity, as far as the doc^ 
trine of a future f.ate is concerned, feem .to be Iq 
perfed agreement. See Apol. p. 1 57. 

taken 
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J^aken ftrong hold of him is evident from 
his writings. He has given the following 
account of himfelf in that admirable pro- 
duftion entitled The Task, pp. 96 and 

97- 

*« I was a ftricken deer that left the herd 
** Long fince; with niany an arrow deep infixt 
** My panting (ide was charged, when I withdrew 
*^ To feek a tranquil death iu diftant ihades. 
** There was I found by one who had himfelf 
** Been hurt by the archers. In bis fide be bore, 
•• And in bis bands and feet ^ tbe cruel fears » 
** With gentle force foliciting the darts, 
"** He drew them forth, zndbealedt and bade me live,'''' 

After receiving (as he imagined) fuch 
an ineilimable benefit from the hands of 
Jefus Chrift, nothing could be more na- 
tural than that he (hould thenceforth con- 
sider himfelf as one of the hz^^y favourites 
feleded from the human race, and dcftined 
to enjoy for ever, in a future ftate, the in- 
conceivable blifs promifed in the chriflian 
fcriptures. Accordingly we find him, in 
the fame poem, p. 146, where he is de- 

O 2 fcribing 
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fcribing the employments of a wintePs 
evening, mentioning himfelf and his friends 
as, among other things, giving their atten- 
tion to 



'* themes of a graver tone 



** Exciting oft their gratitude and love, 

*' While they retmced with memory^s pointing ^iranS, 

'• That called the pafl to their exaft review, 

«* The dangers they had fcaped, the brokenfnarc, 

*' The difappointed yo^ ♦, deliverance fomid 

" Unlocked for, life -pre fervcd and peace reftored^ 

** Fruits of omnipotent eternal ioveJ'^ 

It appears, therefore, he flattered htm- 
ielfi that omnipotent and eternal love had 
dcfignated, from everlafting, him and his 
friends as its favourite ohje£ls. But this 
delightful dream was at an end long be- 
fore his life: and was fucceeded by ano- 
ther dream of a very different complec- 
tion. He now confidered himfelf -as 
numbered with the vaft multitude of mp- 
probates foredoomed to fuffcr the mod 

* The Dcyil. 

horriUc 
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horrible mifery for ever and ever 5 and 
in this date of mind he continued till his 
death. 

One is particularly concerned at Mr. 
Cowper's fate, fo good and excellent a 
man as he was known to be, and of fucti 
uncommon qualifications. Some have 
fuppofed him deranged : but I believe he 
never fuffered any other than a religious 
derangement. It is true, indeed, he had 
a dilpofition to melancholy, not unufual 
with EnglUhmen : on which account it is 
extraordinary that he (hould ever have 
entertained fuch confidence ^{Mys^ heavenly 
ekSiion. Few perfons of his caft are able 
to arrive at that point. Thofe who do fo 
are gtntxHily /anguine people. He had, 1 
fufpeft however, his elevations as well as 
his deprcfljons.. 

Mr. Cowper's cafe is by no means 
Angular, and would be abundandy more- 

O 3 frequent 
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frequent if men did really believe the d6c=- 
trines of chriftianity. Be that as it may, 
it is worth while perhaps to inquire into 
the merits of that faith, when a man prc- 
ferves fuch a confidence as Mr. Gowpcr 
once poflcffed. Such a man is perfuadcd^ 
that he and his chriftian friends enjoy a 
monopoly of what is infinitely defirablc:: 
whilft, on every fide, he contemplates his 
brethren of mankind as the ohjeEts of divine 
wrath y and deftined, before they exiftcd, to 
endure the eternal torments of hell. This 
dreadful appointment he conceives to re- 
fult from the will of God : for, according 
to the apoftle Paul, "He hath mercy on 
" whom he will^ and whom he will he 
" hardeneth/' Such a happy-confiding 
chriftian believes, alfo, that God might>. 
moft righteoufly, have allotted him his 
portion with thcfe miferable wretches ;. 
and afcribes his happier condition to the 
diflinguifhing grace of God. He thinks, 
therefore, that he can never be thankful 

enough. 
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enough^ and» in the fervour of his grati- 
tude, he will tell you that God is ^ * the 
•* Father of Mercies :" nay he will de- 
clare, that " God is love." But a fober 
by-ftander might naturally afk, whether 
it be pojjible for him to believe thefe his 
own declarations ? It is probable, never- 
thelefs, he will even go io far as to uie 
thefe very exprefllons to God himfclf; 
that God, concerning whom he affirms 
that he determined from the beginning to 
damn the whole human ffedes^ except the 
few whom he felefted, without any regard 
to their qualifications, to be the objcdls of 
his Jpeciai and diftinguijhing grace. 

% The long, but very curious and intercft- 
ing paflage which I (hall here tranfcribe 
from the fore-mentioned poeni, will af- 
ford a good fpecimen of Mr. Cowper's 
writing, and likcwife of his- , religious 
fentinients :. 

0-4, «» Save 
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** Sure there 13 need of focial intercourfe, 
*' Benevolence and peace and mutual aid 
<' Between the nations, in a world that feems 
*' To toll the death-bell of its own deceafe, 
** And, by the voice of all its elements, 
" To preach the general doom. When were the winds 
** Let flip with fuch a warrant to deftroy • ? 
" When did tlie waves fo haughtily o'erieap 
** Their ancient barriers, deluging the dry ? 
** Fires from beneath and meteors f f/om above, 
*' Portentous, vmexampled, unexplained, 
*< Have kindled beacons in the Ikies ; and th' old. 
** And crazy earth has had her (baking fits 
" More frequent, and foregone her ufual reft. 
" Is it a time to wrangle, w^hen the props- 
** And pillars of our planet feem to fail, 
•* And Nature J, with a dim and fickly eye, 
** To wait the clofe of all ? But grant her end 
" More diftant, and that prophecy demands 
** A longer refpite, unaccomplifhed yet j 
" Still they are frowning fignais, and befpeak 
** Difpleafure in his bread who fmites the earth 
** Or heals it, makes it languiih or rejoice : 
** And 'tis but I'eemly that where ^//deferve 

• Alluding to the late calamities in Jamaica, 17J0. 
f Aug. 18, i:S3. 

\ Alluding to the fog that covered both Europe 
and Afia during the whole fummer of 1783. 

'' And 
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*< And ftand expofed by common peccancy 

*« To what no few have felt, there (houlid be peace,_ 

** And brethren in calamity (hould love. 

'< Alas for Sicily ! rude fragments now 
<< Lie fcattered where the ihapely column ftood. 
« Her pdacea are duft. In .all her Greets. 
" The voice of finging and the fprightly chord. 
*' Are filent. Revelry and dance and fong 
" Suffer a fyncope and folemn.pauie 
** While God performs, upon the trembling ftagc 
<< Of his own works, hisu.dreadful.part alone.. 
" H©w does the earth receive him ? — With wbat%ns 
'< Of gratulation and delight, her king ? 
*< Pours fhe not all her choiceft fruits abroad, 
" Her fweeteft flowers, her aromatic gumsL. 
" Difclofing paradife where'er he treads ? 
<< She quakes at his approach* Her hollow womb 
" Conceiving thunders through a thoufand deeps 
" And fiery caverns roars beneath his feet. 
" The hills move lightly and the mountains fmoke, 
" For he. has touched them. From th' extremeft point 
** Of elevation down into th' abyfs 
" His <wratb is bujy andbisfrcum iifeJt, » 

" The rocks fall headlong and the vallies rife 5 
« The rivers die into offenfive pools, 
*' And, charged with putrid verdure, breathe a grofs 
" And mortal nuifance into all the air,. 
** What folid was, by transformation f^range, 
**- Grows fluid 5. and the fixt and roQted earthy 
** Tormented into billows^ heaves and fwells. 



•* Or, with for^^bOQt and ludeont wUii;. 

^ Socks down it*t prey infttaible. Immcn^ 

** The tiimiilt and tlie oveitlirow, the ]Mngs« 

** And agonies of human and of Brute t 

^ Mnltitodes fugitive on. cfcry fide» 

^Bittlngitiveinmn. Thefylvaiifiene 

<• Migrates uplifted* and, with all it*s Ibil, 

<' Alighting in fiu* difiant fields, finds out 

<< A new pofiUfor, and fondves tiie change. 

** Ocean. has caught the frenzy, and, upwrooghtr 

« To an enormoos and overbearing height, 

<< Not by a mighty wind, but by that v<^ce 

<* Which winds and waves obey, invades the (hore- 

<^ Refiftlefs. Never fbch a (lidden flood, 

<< Upridged fo high and ient on fhch a charge, 

« Poflefled an inland (bene. Where now the ^hiong'. 

*' That prefled the beach, and, hafty to depart,. 

** Looked to the fea for fafety ? They are gone^, 

** Gone with the refluent wave into the deep, 

" A prince with half his people." 

A little further the poet tells us, 

** Such evil hath fin wrought, and fuch aflame 
** Kindled in. heaven that it bums down to earthy 
«' Andt in tbefurims inqueft that it makes 
** On GedTs behalf^ Ic^s nuafte bisfaireft works, 
** The very elements, though each be meant 
« The minifter of man to ferve his wants, 
« Confpire againft him. With his breath he draws 
<< A plague into his bloody and cannot ufe 

'«J-i«c*s 



^* Life's neccffitfjr mcaiw but he ratril ^if . 

** Storms rife t* overwhelm him $ or, if ftormy nvinds ; 

** Rife not, the waters of the deep (hall jife, 

'' And needing none aillfbince from the ftorm, 

'' Shall roll themfelves afhore and reach htm there, , 

<< The earth ihall (hake him out of all liis holds, 

** Or make his houfe his grave : nor.fo content 

** Shall counterfeit the motions of the flood 

** And drown him in her dry and dully gitlfe*." 

The very extraordinary matter con- 
tained in thefe quotations leads me ta« 
make the following remark. When the 
dreadful natural events occur which io> 
afHidfc mankind, one (hould think a good) 
man, that worfhips a God whofe attri^ 
butes are wtfdom and benevolence^ would:- 
be folicitous to reconcile fuch events 
to thofc venerable attributes : whereas > 
Mr.Cowper has reprefcnted theobjeftof 
his worfhip, when producing thefe awful; 
phasnomena, as inftigated by wrath and 
fury to execute vengeance — on whom ? On. 
his ov/n.creaturesy who have offended him 

* See Cowper*8 Poems Vol, ihpp, 47,48, 49>: 
50,51,52, 53. 
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'he had proved^ that God was the Qu^ if 
all things, and the creatures nothing mort 
than his injlrumettts. If, however^ his 
prejudice had not hindered him^ he muft 
have perceived that, if this be true, then 
the Divine Being, whenever he has pu-, 
nifhed mankind for their (ins, mud have \ 
punifhed them not for what they did, but 
for whati^ did him/elf by their inftrument* 
ality. If, moreover, he punifhed them 
-not with arr^ view' to their benefit, but to 
Tatisfy his wrath and vengeance* on crea- 
tures who were nothing more than bis in* 
J?r«»f^/j ;— what muft be our idea of luch 
a Deity ? An idea which I am unwilling { 
to exprcfs. But if fuch a Deity there 
were (as happily there is not)^e fhould 
be conftrained to think him not the ^$^, 
but the worft being in the univerfe. 

Mr. Cowper feems not to have Uijied 
merely, but to have drank deep of the 

* Jeremiah ch. v. 9. God is reprefftnted asfay- 
ing, *' Shall not my foul be xtvengedT* 

6 fcw^>axdL 



fcriptural fpring. He would otherwifc ' 
never have been qualified to furnifh us 
with the above cited defcription fo cx- 
quifitely horrible. Yet after all, with no 
better a religion, one is glad to find a 
man fo truly good as Mr. Cowper un- 
doubtedly was. However, it is but 
juftice to acknowledge (retaining the me- 
taphor) that the fcripturc is a fountain 
which Tends forth not bitter water only, but 
Jweet. From the firipture Mr. Cowper 
derived the Ihocking and blafphemous 
reprefentation which he has given us of 
the Divinity, who is, like wife, /^^^cha- 
Tadlerized as the lenevolent parent of the 
j^rodigal fon. 

Neverthelefs, if men do indeed believe 
a future ftate of endlefs happinefs for the 
^leSfy and endlefs mifcry for the reprobates^ 
the confideration is fo very important and 
interefting, that it cannot fail to occupy their 
winds exceedingly j and that confideration 
cnufl: bring with it a charadler ofDeltn 
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^ery different from the charader of a 
"benevolent parent. 

It is a remarkable fa£b that a philofo- 
phical chriftian, in a correfpondence with 
me upon the Tubje^t of Revelation, con- 
ceded not willingly I prefume) " That 
the object of chriftian worihip had been 
too generally a malignant Deity.** This 
^endeman, in common, I apprehend, with 
every pbilq/apbical theift^ is convinced agree- 
ably to Mr. Cowper*s doftrinc, that there 
is in the univerfe iut one proper Caufe of 
all things. He believes however that that 
VENERABLE CAUSE, whatever tm^ 
pomry calamities may be admitted into the 
grand fyftcm, operates, according to the 
dictates of eternal wifdom and benevolencey 
not partially for the advantage of a few 
fa^ourites^ but for the benefit of the whole 
^creaiion: thus tafting, as Thomfon ex- 
preffes it, 

'* The joy of God, to fee a HAPPY WORLD.'* 

•THE SND, 

T^Bcoiley, Printer, Bo\^Cowct>'S^!WX^^swx^^AtAw.* 
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